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Abstract

Background and aim: Modern societies face complex challenges in the realm of
public security, and theft, as a financial-social crime, significantly affects societal
stability and citizen trust. In Iran, judicial and law enforcement bodies are
responsible for controlling this crime, yet differences in their approaches have made
the alignment or conflict of policies a research concern. This study aims to
comparatively analyze the policies of both institutions and propose solutions to
improve inter-agency coordination.

Method: This qualitative study utilized thematic analysis, with semi-structured
interviews conducted with 23 judicial and law enforcement experts and managers
(selected based on lived experience, academic expertise, and practical roles). Data
were coded using MAXQDA software, and reliability was confirmed through
participant review and coder agreement.

Results: Three main themes and eight organizing themes were identified: Active
Prevention (including social supervision, civic education, and deterrence via police
presence); Reformative Decriminalization (reforming theft punishment laws,
replacing imprisonment with alternative measures, and reducing the economic
motivations for crime); Inefficiency in Collaboration Networks (including lack of
coordination in data exchange, human resource limitations, and challenges in
executing joint agendas).

Conclusion: Despite the inherent differences in missions, prevention and
punishment policies overlap within an integrated framework. The absence of
institutional mechanisms (such as integrated oversight systems or rapid response
agendas) was identified as the main obstacle. The study highlights the necessity of
combining situational prevention with restorative justice for a comprehensive
approach to theft. Bridging policy and operational gaps between institutions can

enhance crime control effectiveness and public trust.
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