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ABSTRACT

Science diplomacy is an interdisciplinary concept, and specifically in the discussion of Iraq,
areas such as science and technology, international relations, foreign policy, the military
field, and the discursive field are the most important conceptual sources that form it. This
research seeks to answer the question of how the scientific diplomacy of the Islamic
Republic of Iran with Iraq is formulated and what are the most important challenges of
scientific cooperation between Iran and Iraq? This multidimensional research was
conducted in a qualitative paradigm. The data and information collection method was a
combination of documentary and library sources, semi-structured and interactive
interviews, participant observation, expert interviews, and holding expert panel meetings
and obtaining the views of relevant institutions and organizations. In this study, the four
dimensions of educational, research, cultural, and executive science diplomacy between
Iran and Iraq will be examined. Increasing the role of overseas agents in the field of
diplomacy, especially strengthening the role of scientific advisors and technology advisors
in identifying the capacities of the destination country and introducing Iran's capacities,
developing a roadmap centered on the institutions responsible for the science and
technology sector, regulating the bureaucracy of international interactions between
academic and industrial actors, and facilitating consular procedures for non-Iranian
nationals, Developing an input and output database for higher education institutions in
order to strengthen networking and benefit from individual expertise, continuously
assessing the market needs and environmental conditions of the destination country,
striving for a unified and realistic definition of the world and international relations,
increasing the cultural literacy of players in the field of scientific diplomacy and the
internationalization of universities in particular sInvesting in increasing the quality of
human resources in this field can be effective in advancing Iran's scientific diplomacy.
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INTRODUCTION

In today's world, with the expansion of communications and widespread changes in
the form and nature of human interactions, the goals of countries will not be achieved
solely by relying on traditional diplomacy and hardware tools, and non governmental
actors in the public sphere of the country, such as the power of public opinion and
the private sector, have gained significant importance. These changes have led to the
importance of public diplomacy. Science diplomacy is part of public diplomacy;
education is one of the most important aspects of foreign policy, and scientific
cooperation is a form of investment in the future of diplomatic relations between
nations and the moderation of hostility between states.

PURPOSE

Iran's higher education policymaking in the field of international cooperation has
focused mainly on countries of the region, and for many years, the five countries of
Afghanistan, Iraq, Lebanon, Yemen, and Syria have been the most important non-
Iranian nationals present in Iranian higher education. Afghan students have always
had the highest share in the foreign student market for higher education in the
country until 2010.

This is while in recent years the practice of attracting international students to
Iranian higher education has also undergone changes, and one of its results is the
replacement of Iraq's share in the internationalization basket of the country's higher
education. This research seeks to answer the question of how the scientific diplomacy
of the Islamic Republic of Iran with Iraq is formulated and what are the most
important challenges of scientific cooperation between Iran and Iraq?

METHODOLOGY

This multidimensional research was conducted in a qualitative paradigm. The data
collection method was a combination of documentary and library sources, semi-
structured and interactive interviews, participatory observation, expert interviews,
and holding expert panel meetings to obtain the views of relevant institutions and
organizations. Also, considering the nature of the research topic, documentary
studies were one of the most important methodological pillars of this research. On
the other hand, field studies were pursued in this research from other contexts.

In order to better understand the situation of Iraqgi students in Iranian higher
education, the capacity to connect with international student associations was used.
Continuous presence in Iraqi neighborhoods in Tehran, Kermanshah, and Mashhad
was one of the most important mechanisms for getting to know and networking with
the Iraqi immigrant population. On the other hand, observation along with
participation in student programs and religious occasions of the Iraqi community



residing in Iran in order to get to know people and benefit from snowball and targeted
sampling has been on the agenda.

A total of 45 semi-structured interviews were conducted with Iragi students,
especially student activists in Iraqi associations. An effort was made to consider
ethnic diversity, field of study, level of education, gender, and age of immigration in
the selection of participants in the study in order to obtain a more comprehensive
picture of the population of Iraqi students studying at universities in the country. At
the macro level, in addition to direct interaction with the Student Affairs
Organization, direct contact was established with the international affairs
departments of 13 universities in the country.

FINDINGS

The number of Iraqi students was 24,922, which includes more than half of non-
Iranian students. The gender composition of Iraqi students studying at universities
under the Ministry of Health is somewhat different from that of the Ministry of
Science; about 61.2 percent of Iraqi students are male and 38.8 percent are female
Iraqis. The share of Iraqi men among graduates was 71.1 percent and Iraqi women
was 28.9 percent. In this study, the four dimensions of educational, research, cultural,
and executive scientific diplomacy between Iran and Iraq have been examined.

Iran-Iraq scientific diplomacy operates in various forms, including the
establishment of a joint faculty, student and professor exchanges, cross-border
cooperation programs, student recruitment, transferring the university brand to the
destination university, establishing a satellite campus, establishing an international
campus within the country, and distance learning. A variety of reasons have led to
the willingness of Iraqi nationals to study at Iranian universities: The diversity of
university majors in Iran, especially interdisciplinary fields, the expansion of the
activities of intermediaries and recruitment agencies in university marketing among
young Iraqi applicants, Iran's political goals, the geographical proximity of the two
countries, the cultural and religious affinity of the two countries, the tourist attraction
of Iran, Linguistic affinity and the preference of Iraqi citizens for Arab and Kurdish
cities, the increase in the youth population in Iraq and the need for higher education,
the change in political practice in Iraq in recent years in order to increase pressure on
the administrative staff to upgrade employees' educational qualifications, the
cheapness of education in Iran, the complexity of continuing education in Iraq.

CONCLUSION

Although economic dimensions and financial resources are of great importance in
the success of Iran's scientific diplomacy with different countries, as in other areas, it
is essential to have a commitment to the success of a program and a sense of subjective
and objective belonging of the actors. In the planning stage, the analysis of needs and
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resources, missions, goals, priorities, and strategies of the internationalization policy
of higher education are on the agenda of the policymaker. Increasing the role of
overseas agents in the field of diplomacy, especially strengthening the role of scientific
advisors and technology advisors in identifying the capacities of the destination
country and introducing Iran's capacities, developing a roadmap centered on the
institutions responsible for the science and technology sector, Regulating the
bureaucracy of international interactions between academic and industrial actors and
facilitating consular procedures for non-Iranian nationals, compiling an input and
output database of higher education institutions in order to strengthen networking
and benefit from the expertise of individuals, continuously assessing the needs of the
market and environmental conditions of the destination country, and striving for a
unified and realistic definition of the world and international relations, increasing the
cultural literacy of actors in the field of scientific diplomacy, and internationalizing
universities. In particular, investing in increasing the quality of human resources in
this area can advance Iran's scientific diplomacy.

NOVELTY

Although the issue of scientific diplomacy with Iraq is of great importance, no in-
depth research has been conducted on this issue so far and this article plays a pivotal
role in this field.
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