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ABSTRACT

The discourse on memory narratives has become a significant component of politics,
diplomacy, and the global cultural-political system, shaping part of today's political and
emotional economy. The "memory turn" has also highlighted memory politics as the
organization of collective memory by governments and political actors. This
interdisciplinary paper, after outlining the strategies of memory politics and explaining key
concepts (particularly in the context of the national calendar), proposes a conceptual model
of the interaction between different levels and elements involved in this process. Based on
this model, memory regimes and their associated policies are influenced by four levels:
transnational (global memory), macro (structural and historical constraints), meso
(cultural diversity and divisions), and micro (individual interpretations and choices). The
intersection of these levels shapes the priorities and orientations of memory politics.
Balancing attention to these components ensures fewer memory tensions and stronger
cultural dynamism and solidarity.
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INTRODUCTION

Why do we believe that important historical events must always be remembered and
recorded? What social gaps and divisions arise from these acts of remembering or
forgetting, and how can they be mitigated? What are the best ways to represent
historical events to derive lessons from them? Which "sites of memory" can fairly and
democratically reflect the heritage of different generations and groups? How should
continuity and change in memory agendas be managed? What is the balance between
tragic and non-tragic elements in memory policymaking? These questions, among
many others, pertain to memory politics.

Memory politics can be defined as the set of practices, interventions, and
arrangements through which state actors organize collective memory (prioritizing,
selecting, producing, representing, and altering memory categories) to shape official
historical narratives. As Rufer (2012) notes, "Memory politics concerns the methods
of managing or coping with the past through reversible justice, historical-political
experiments, memorials, histories, sites, and various symbolic appropriations.”

Memory politics, following the linguistic and cultural turns of recent decades,
considers individual and collective memory as crucial elements of contemporary
culture. It focuses on the importance of remembering, forgetting, nostalgia,
aspirations, and traumas to establish order and coherence among these historical
components. Most scholars view memory politics as oriented toward the past. Mayer
(2008: 176) argues that studying memory politics involves understanding how, by
whom, through what means, and with what intentions and consequences past events
are politically significant. In this sense, political memory seeks to draw lessons from
history for the present and future, highlighting its valuable and prideful aspects while
warning against its hazardous dimensions.

Various "sites of memory" (museums, films, historical texts, etc.) aim to
familiarize audiences with historical victims, oppressors, and universal values that
were either violated or upheld in these events. For example, the tragedy of Ashura
serves as a key site of memory for Shia Muslims worldwide, promoting values such
as sacrifice, resistance against oppression, and the pursuit of freedom.
Commemorating this tragedy reinforces these values in political culture and everyday
life. Memory politics also provides a framework for future thought and action, such
as the concepts of "traumatic transition" or "intergenerational trauma transmission,”
which address historical justice and healing societal traumas. Countries that have
endured violent historical invasions and humiliations often use historical
representation to generate emotional energy, helping people heal wounds and
strengthen national confidence.



METHODOLOGY

Adopting a descriptive and analytical approach, this paper analyzes the logic, issues,
and priorities of memory policymaking in contemporary cultures, with a focus on the
national calendar. After outlining memory politics strategies, it selectively examines
key components influencing such policies, drawing on cultural studies, media
studies, and political science. Finally, it presents a conceptual model illustrating the
levels, elements, and interactions involved in memory politics.

FINDINGS

Memory Politics Strategies: Various frameworks have been proposed to analyze
memory politics. Misztal (2003), in Theories of Social Remembering, distinguishes
four paradigms of memory—social fact, presentist, popular, and dialogic
(dynamic)—arguing that the core issue in memory policymaking is the degree of
openness, plurality, and orientation of memory. For instance, viewing memory as a
social fact imposes a relatively static framework, emphasizing collective and group
dependence. Presentist memory, with greater flexibility, focuses on the deliberate
design of traditions and rituals to create new political realities, often reflecting a top-
down approach (Hobsbawm & Ranger, 1992).

The popular approach, while still seeking control, adopts a bottom-up
perspective, acknowledging competing memory narratives in society. A more
moderate stance allows for the coexistence of hegemony and polyphony. Dialogic
memory, embracing plurality, sees memory as a process, open to grassroots
construction. This view acknowledges the potential for manipulation but sometimes
endorses intentional memory changes for collective purposes.

These analytical positions can be read as classical, modern, and postmodern
interpretations of memory. Over time, theoretical shifts have aligned memory more
closely with history, diversitied its sources and interpreters, and emphasized
dialectical engagement between past and present.

Malksoo (2023) identifies four styles of memory politics: coercive (imposing past
truths), pluralistic, self-restrained, and future-oriented. Coercive frameworks align
with static, past-focused models; pluralistic ones with (semi-)democratic approaches;
and future-oriented ones with dynamic, processual, and discursive memory.

Olick (2007), inspired by Bourdieu’s field theory, highlights the
interconnectedness of memory politics across political, artistic, social, and economic
fields. Collective memory emerges from the interaction of these fields, each with its
own logic and competing actors seeking to legitimize their narratives. While the
political field, backed by state institutions, dominates, subcultures, ethnic groups, and
other memory actors also contribute, using traditions, religious values, emotional
appeals, or cosmopolitan ideologies.
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Saito (2018) critiques Bourdieu’s focus on individual actors, suggesting that social
movement theories (mobilizing structures, political opportunities, and framing
processes) offer a more effective model. Mobilizing structures refer to organizations
and networks providing resources for collective action, which depend on political
opportunities and are mediated by interpretive frames.
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1. Political opportunities
2. Framing processes

3. Mnemonic warrior

4. Mnemonic pluralists

5. Mnemonic abnegators
6. Mnemonic prospectives
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