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Abstract

Throughout the prolonged Qajar era, the history of clothing has consistently
constituted a segment of Qajar civilization and culture, playing a significant role in Iran’s
cultural identity. One aspect of scholarly inquiry regarding women’s attire during the
Qajar period is the study of their clothing both inside and outside the home, as reflected in
the paintings of this era. A pivotal issue intertwined with the Islamic culture and identity
of this period is the manner of women’s dress, which is mirrored in the paintings and
photographs of the time. This article aims to examine the types and representations of
women’s attire outdoors and indoors. The research seeks to elucidate the culture of
Iranian women’s clothing through the study of surviving textual and visual sources. The
primary research question is as follows: In what way was the arrangement of women’s
clothing structured for indoor and outdoor environments, and which components did it
include? The present study adopts a descriptive-analytical method and is qualitative in
nature, drawing upon written texts and visual resources. The findings reveal that the
structure of women’s attire during the Qajar period comprised various components, with
extant real-world examples that align with photographic and painted records as visual
documents of the era. Iranian women enjoyed freedom and diversity in their indoor attire,
whereas outdoor clothing was restricted solely to the chador. According to evidence,
Qajar-era Iranian women consistently emphasized the aesthetics of their dress, a
phenomenon also evident in the period’s paintings and photography.
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