A Contemplation on the Transformation of Houses in Kafshgiri Village

Nooshin Alipour *

| Mohsen Sartipipour™ 2@ | SeyyedMohammad Beheshti 3

1. Graduate of Master of Architecture Studies of Iran, Shahid Beheshti University. Nooshin.alipour1367@gmail.com
1. Professor, Shahid Beheshti University.m-sartipi@sbu.ac.ir
2. Visiting Professor, Shahid Beheshti University. sabnegpar@gmail.com

Article Info:

Article type:
Research Article

history:
Received:
2024/2/1
Received:
2024/4/8
Accepted:
2024/6/7
Published:
2024/8/5

Keywords:

House, Kafshgiri
Village, Rural Life,
Rural
Architecture,
Traditional
Architecture.

Abstract: This research aims to describe the alterations in house forms in

Kafshgiri. Initially, the traditional house form, which signifies the interaction
between humans and their environment, is examined in depth. The second step
involves describing the new house form and subsequently deliberating on the
alterations observed. On one hand, this article seeks to outline the meaningful
changes in rural houses; on the other hand, it aims to explore the possible reasons
behind these changes. This research is fundamental in its aims and descriptive in
its nature. The necessary information was gathered through observations of both
traditional and new houses in the village. Additionally, insights were obtained by
consulting elder residents, artisans, and examining travelogues, maps, and other
geographical data. In Kafshgiri village, located in a plain and humid climate, we
encounter long buildings with two or three rooms arranged in a single axis across
two floors. The main structural components of these houses include the
foundation, load-bearing walls made of mudbricks or bricks, timber bars (Naal),
wooden piles (Palvar), and a tiled roof. The interaction of two load-bearing
systems—load-bearing walls and the frames of timber bars and pillars on the
porch—constitutes the most important principle of these structures. The walls
support the weight of the structure, while the truss of the roof transmits the ceiling's
weight through the columns. The roof is sloped and covered with tiles, with
balconies on the north, south, and east sides. The new house type in Kafshgiri is
typically arranged on one floor with three rooms. The long traditional veranda has
been replaced with a small portal space to delineate other areas at the entrance.
Timber beams (Naal) are used in the load-bearing walls, although steel beams are
employed in a few cases. A wooden truss is positioned atop these beams, and the
roof surface is made of metal sheets. Doors and windows are larger than their
traditional counterparts and, in some instances, feature metal frames. Several
reasons for the alterations in these houses stem from changes in attitudes and
lifestyles. Factors such as shifts in family traditions, the introduction of new
essentials, the outcomes of land reforms, and the interplay between urban and rural
dynamics contribute to these transformations.
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