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Abstract

The redefinition of hybrid genre functions in Iranian cinema during the
COVID-19 pandemic (2020-2023) has become a subject of critical impor-
tance. This period, marked by profound social, psychological, and cultural
transformations, prompted Iranian filmmakers to move beyond traditional
genre conventions and explore flexible, multilayered, and often ambiguous
narrative structures. This qualitative study employs a critical content anal-
ysis approach to examine three representative films from this era, focusing
on genre hybridity, narrative structure, aesthetics of crisis, and the cinemat-
ic representation of lived experiences during the pandemic. The central re-
search question addresses how hybrid genres in Iranian crisis cinema have
mediated the collective experience of trauma and uncertainty. Findings
reveal that genre hybridity in these films is not merely a formal strategy
but serves as a cultural mechanism to articulate complex emotional and so-
cial realities. The selected works—The Wasteland (2020), Mahdi’s Position
(2021), and The Loser Man (2022)—each demonstrate distinct approaches:
from poetic realism and narrative minimalism to non-linear memory recon-
struction and psychological ambiguity. These films collectively challenge
linear storytelling and genre purity, offering new cinematic languages to ex-
press anxiety, institutional distrust, collective grief, and narrative discontinu-
ity. The study concludes that hybrid genres function as narrative mediators
between form and social meaning, enabling a cinema of open-ended, affec-
tive, and reflective storytelling. In the context of a national crisis, this genre
hybridity fosters aesthetic resistance and facilitates new modes of public
memory and shared emotional experience—something conventional narra-
tives fail to provide.

Keywords: Iranian Cinema, Cinema, Hybrid Genre, Crisis Narrative,
COVID-19, Critical Analysis
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