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Abstract

Michel Foucault, the French thinker and historian, in his studies on the emer-
gence of disciplinary power, examined how disciplinary mechanisms perme-
ated the management methods of modern institutions by drawing on the
surveillance model of the Panopticon prison. He identifies surveillance as
one of the fundamental pillars of modern societies, ensuring the formation
of docile and normalized individuals. Surveillance cinema, as an expanding
field of academic inquiry, builds upon Foucault’s theories to explore both
the aesthetics of surveillance and the new logics of representation they gen-
erate. This study focuses on two Iranian films—The Devil’s Day (1994) and
The Devil’s Hand (1981)—to analyze the portrayal of police surveillance and
mechanisms of control in their narratives. First, the theoretical framework
of surveillance discourse is outlined, drawing on Foucault’s thought and the
concept of the Panopticon. Then, the relationship between the cinematic
medium and the phenomenon of surveillance is examined from multiple
perspectives. Each film is subsequently analyzed to clarify how Panopticon
surveillance is represented, how new technologies are employed, and how
complex identity-related tensions are depicted. The findings indicate that
these two works, as examples of surveillance cinema, portray the intricate
relationship between technology, power, and identity within their specific
socio-political contexts.

Keywords: The Devil’s Hand, The Devil’s Day, Police Surveillance, Michel
Foucault, Panopticon, Cristina Vatulescu
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9. Cristina Vatulescu
10. Dziga Vertov

1. Jeremy Bentham

2. Panopticon

3. Michel Foucault

4. The Fourth Protocol
5. Frederick Forsyth

6. Thomas Levin

7. Catherine Zimmer
8. Surveillance Cinema

12. M
13. Fritz Lang

15. Tom Gunning
16. Mug Shot

11. The Great Train Robbery

14. Edward Dimendberg
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17. Gilles Deleuze

18. Paul Virilio

19. Dr. Mabuse, the Gambler
20. Ernst Junger

21. Susan Sontag

22. Etienne-Jules Marey

23. Eadweard Muybridge

DL 20l bl G 5 Ll S der 5 (5 e (OTAD) (52 o

535 10U (I F =IO Ll (Sloioos 6 COTAY) Jloom e

STOEEI 38 (3l oo a5 pmalet s 1255 _ipalos et Vo lical cpp IS5 15,5 5 55 OV F ) 15 ool
525155 ol o5 (L0 5 (698 35S o> ol iy 0 555 el B oty 0B S 53 3 LIl 5 5535 16l (5Ll VYA psle ¢

S s ohe

S O e e e (St [ S (G 6558 e OTVA) il (D seh (s
A 0L ol (ot 5 g 5SS e 5 5 TAY) 5 Ol
S 2510, G A ha 5 el (el <(VF )l s (Sl



\Y'YJLG..: N0 SJLQ.«:I cv.?di JLA cd&.’t_wduﬂaﬂﬁj éu:M

Yo BV Slio 0 5bao Lo e ¢ 51,803 o s O Slaald (63,50 @503 10 g BINS 53 oy U5 (oS53l 550331 6,08 (55 50l wlte 0 o5 e

ok 5 4 5 10,5 oS3l by sl S5 dea 5 el Lo COTAY) ol e (ST s

YPN0 e A0 ojlads «(ploipale oy o) Kt s (S 30 Al o 5 ¢ pul e <(NTVY) Lois (535

5 A O ey Bl ekl e 55 a5 O U 45 ol OTYA) s (555

5 O il (et 5 e S5 e a5 el caisSle crarleSion oS00 Cpelis St o OVAY) iy s
A 55 10L M S dom 5 e Al s ol 0150 40 Coilows 5 S IS o od] ik (VF 0 0) (g i 5

Belenson, A. (2004). “Kino-Eye by Dziga Vertov” in Lines of Resistance: Dziga Vertov and the Twenties, ed. Yuri Tsivian. Presented at
the 23rd edition of Le Giornate del Cinema Muto.

BoZovi¢, M. (2000). An Utterly Dark Spot: Gaze and Body in Early Modern Philosophy. Michigan: The University of Michigan Press.
Bruno, G. (2002). Atlas of Emotion: Journeys in Art, Architecture, and Film. London & New York: Verso.

Casetti, F. (2008). Eye of the Century: Film, Experience, Modernity, Columbia University Press. New York.

Dimendberg, E. (1997). “From Berlin to Bunker Hill: Urban Space, Late Modernity and Film Noir in F. Lang and J. Losey, M”. Wide
Angle, 19(4), 62-93.

Gunning, T. (1995). Tracing the Individual Body: Photography, Detectives, and Early Cinema, In Cinema and the Invention of Modern
Life, Edited by Leo Charney, Vanessa R. Schwartz. Los Angeles: University of California Press.

Gunning, T. (2000). The Films of Fritz Lang: Allegories of Vision and Modernity. London, UK: British Film Institute.

Gunning, T. (2005). Lynx-Eyed Detectives and Shadow Bandits: Visuality and Eclipse in French Detective Stories and Films before
WWI. Yale French Studies, No. 108, pp. 74-88. https://doi.org/10.2307/4149299

Kaes, A. (1993). “The Cold Gaze: Notes on Mobilization and Modernity”. New German Critique, No. 59, Special Issue on Ernst Junger
(Spring - Summer, 1993), 105-117. https://doi.org/10.2307/488225

Levin, Thomas. (2002). Rhetoric of the temporal index: surveillant narration and the cinema of real time. In Ctr/ [Space]: Rhetoric of
Surveillance from Bentham to Big Brother, Thomas Y. Levin, Ursula Frohne & Peter Weibel (Eds.). Cambridge: The MIT Press, 578-593.
Lyon, D. (2006). Theorizing Surveillance: The Panopticon and Beyond. USA, Canada: Willan Publishing.

Quagliati, N. (2020). Training the Eye: Production and Reception of Aerial Photography during the World Wars. AUC Geographica,
55(1), 93—-111. https://doi.org/10.14712/23361980.2020.6

Strathausen, C. (2003). “Uncanny Spaces: The City in Ruttmann and Vertov,” in M. Shiel and T. Fitzmaurice (eds.), Screening the City.
London: Verso, 15-40.

Vatulescu, C. (2010). Police Aesthetics: Literature, Film, and the Secret Police in Soviet Times. California: Stanford University Press.
Zimmer, C. (2015). Surveillance Cinema. New York and London: New York University Press.

Y.



