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Abstract

The Holy Quran contains verses regarding Imamate; however, the denotations and
referents of some of these verses are not clear, such as the verse: “Do not kill a soul [whose
life] Allah has made inviolable, except with due cause, and whoever is killed wrongfilly,
We have certainly given his heir an authority. But let him not commit any excess in killing
[the murderer], for he has been assisted [by law].”® The present research seeks to
determine the denotation and referent for “blood heirs” by studying the narrative and
exegetic sources of the Shia and Sunni sects and analyzing the denotations of the verse.
As a result, in Shiite narrative books, narrations have been cited from the Ahlulbayt that
introduce Imam Mahdi (atfs) as the son of Imam Husayn (peace be upon him), his heir,
and the avenger of his blood because Imam Husayn is a revered soul and a prominent
instance of an oppressed and God has the promised his revenge. Similarly, both Shiite and
Sunni narrations emphasize that the blood heir must be the heir of the slain and from
among his close relatives or children or relatives-in-law and have the authority to demand
retribution or blood money or forgive and any other decision. If the slain has no heirs, the
ruling authority is considered the blood heir. Thus, assuming that one might claim during
the time of the reappearance of the Imam that there is no heir who can be the blood heir of
Imam Husayn, naturally, Imam Mahdi, who would be the sole Infallible, ruling Imam,
would be the true instance of a blood heir for Imam Husayn.

Keywords: Imam of the Time, Imam Husayn, the aided one (mansir), blood heir, the
oppressed.
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