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Abstract
A survey of Qur’anic exegetes reveals that they have five main viewpoints on the meaning
of the word “al-bayan” in (Q. 55:4). Some consider it to mean the human faculty of speech,
some to the expression of everything, some to the human faculty of reason, some to the
names of objects and creatures, and some to the Holy Qur’an itself. Given the mentioned
differences concerning the meaning of the Qur’anic word “al-bayan”, as well as the lack
of independent research in this regard, the present article attempts to analyze its true
meaning, seeking a suitable connection with the context of the verse in question.
According to the achievements, the opinion of those Qur’anic exegetes, either Sunni or
Shi’ite, who consider “al-bayan” in a semantic correlation with the meaning of human
faculty of speech seems more satisfactory, comprehensive, and convincing. It should be
pointed out that the first meaning of the word that comes to mind from observing the
context of the verses is “speech”. In the same way, there is exact evidence in earlier
k literary, historical, and narrative texts that illustrate the application of the Arabic word
“bayan” in the meaning of speech. Furthermore, according to (Q. 14:4), the Qur’an
attributes the human faculty of explanation to language. On the other hand, it should not
be neglected that God Almighty has called the Qur’an a general expression for the people.
Since the material and apparent nature of the Qur’an at the time of its revelation was
nothing but the nature of speech and language, it becomes clear that the meaning of "al-
bayan" is speech. Seemingly, the other meanings mentioned by the Qur’anic exegetes for
the word in question seem somehow related to language and the human faculty of speech.
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