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Abstract

Today the idea of falsification of Jewish and Christian scriptures seems so evident that it
might be hard to believe once it was not a commonly held perception among Muslims.
Using the research method of “history of ideas”, this study aims to analyze the history of
the genesis and development of the Sunni and Shi’ite exegetical traditions. This study
reveals that Sunni and Shi’ite traditions had two distinct approaches to the idea of
Biblical falsification, however, they have finally reached a commonly held view. The
overall process of this paradigm can be displayed by the pattern of “silence-murmur-new
paradigm”; though the details of this procedure including the genesis history of each
procedure, the cause of shift from one procedure to another, and even the number of
procedures are not common in Sunni and Shi’ite exegetical movements. Depicting a
detailed and thorough picture of the above procedures, this article attempts to compare
the two above perceptions.
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