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Abstract

The right to life is the leading natural human right which is respected in
all legal systems. It is preliminary to the many rights which are basic to the
human being and there are tight restrictions on the circumstances one might
be deprived of it. Recruiting an analytical-critical approach, the present
study is aimed at examining human rights documents to determine (a) the
extent to which the right is cherished, (b) how "death penalty and abortion"
is viewed, and finally (c) whether the documents adopt a consistent stance on
the circumstances which lead to the deprivation of the right. Findings
suggest that despite the highly restricting approach on death penalty,
abortion is legally and rather generously accredited. Finally, it is maintained,
such a paradoxical stance on the right to life- emanating from the liberal and
feminist views- is in obvious opposition to both religious values and human
rights standards.
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2. The duty to protect the right to life requires States parties to take special
measures of protection towards persons in situation of vulnerability
whose lives have been placed at particular risk because of specific
threats or pre-existing patterns of violence. These include human rights
defenders, officials fighting corruption and organized crime,
humanitarian workers, journalists, prominent public figures, witnesses
to crime, and victims of domestic and gender-based violence and
human trafficking. They may also include children, especially children
in street situations, unaccompanied migrant children and children in
situations of armed conflict, members of ethnic and religious minorities
and indigenous peoples, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and inter-
sex personspersons with albinismalleged witches, displaced persons,
asylum seekers, refugees and stateless persons. States parties must
respond urgently and effectively in order to protect individuals who find
themselves under a specific threat, by adopting special measures such
as the assignment of around-the-clock police protection, the issuance of
protection and restraining orders against potential aggressors and, in
exceptional cases, and only with the free and informed consent of the
threatened individual, protective custody.

3. The death penalty cannot be reconciled with full respect for the right to
life, and abolition of the death penalty is both desirable and necessary
for the enhancement of human dignity and progressive development of
human rights.
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5. Although States parties may adopt measures designed to regulate
voluntary terminations of pregnancy, such measures must not result in
violation of the right to life of a pregnant woman or girl, or her other
rights under the Covenant. Thus, restrictions on the ability of women or
girls to seek abortion must not, inter alia, jeopardize their lives, subject
them to physical or mental pain or suffering which violates article 7,
discriminate against them or arbitrarily interfere with their privacy.
States parties must provide safe, legal and effective access to abortion
where the life and health of the pregnant woman or girl is at risk, or
where carrying a pregnancy to term would cause the pregnant woman
or girl substantial pain or suffering, most notably where the pregnancy
is the result of rape or incest or is not viable. [8] In addition, States
parties may not regulate pregnancy or abortion in all other cases in a
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manner that runs contrary to their duty to ensure that women and girls
do not have to undertake unsafe abortions, and they should revise their
abortion laws accordingly. [9] For example, they should not take
measures such as criminalizing pregnancies by unmarried women or
apply criminal sanctions against women and girls undergoing abortion
[10] or against medical service providers assisting them in doing so,
since taking such measures compel women and girls to resort to unsafe
abortion... and prevent the stigmatization of women and girls seeking

abortion.
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