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Abstract

Under Article 51 of the United Nations Charter, states have the right to self-defense,
which is an inherent and natural right, and a state that is subject to aggression has the
right to take a response as necessary and proportionate to the act committed by the
aggressor. The assassination of the two martyrs, Qassem Soleimani and Abu Mahdi
al-Muhandis, by the United States of America is a crime that violates all international
laws and norms, and strikes at the heart of international humanitarian law. The Iranian
missile response to the assassination was shocking, as Iranian missiles rained down
on the Ain al-Assad base, causing severe material damage, with a number of deaths
and injuries. The question that this article seeks to answer is whether the Iranian
missile attack on the Ain al-Assad base can be considered within the right of self-
defense? And what are the scenarios that can be followed to prosecute the United
States of America in the International Criminal Court?

Keywords: Iranian missile attack, Ain al-Assad base, self-defense, assassination of
General Soleimani.
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1. Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, 1998, Art. 8 bis(e)
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L_1cC Malawi Decision: Corrigendum to the Decision Pursuant to Article 87(7) of the Rome Statute

on the Failure y the Republic of Malawi to Comply with the Cooperation Requests Issued by the court
with Respect of the arrest and surrender of Omar Hassan Ahmad AL Basheir, ICC-02/05-01/09-139-
Corr(ICC 2011) paras. 34, 36; ICC Chad Decision, 2011, paras. 13-14.
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