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Original Article
Abstract

Background and Aim: Social mobility, which refers to the movement of people across different social positions, is a
controversial topic. This research aims to examine both intergenerational and intragenerational social mobility in
Yasou;.

Data and Method: This survey was conducted on 115 families that had living fathers and two children over 25 years
of age. The data were collected separately from the father, the oldest child, and the youngest child. To measure
intergenerational and intragenerational social mobility, the position of the oldest child relative to the father and the
position of the youngest child relative to the oldest one in four areas—economy, social status, education, and
employment status—were compared. Results were categorized as upward, downward, or neutral mobility.

Findings: The results of intergenerational mobility showed that, compared to their fathers, the oldest children
experienced downward mobility in economic and social status but upward mobility in education and occupational
status domains. Furthermore, the chances of upward mobility were significantly affected by age and gender.
Furthermore, the results of intragenerational mobility indicated that, compared to their oldest children, the youngest
children experienced downward mobility in economic and social status, but upward mobility in education and
occupational status. In addition, the chances of upward mobility were influenced by age and place of birth.

Conclusion: This research concludes that the majority of the oldest and youngest children experience downward
social mobility compared to the previous generation. Although macro factors significantly influence social mobility,
micro factors such as being older and male increase the likelihood of upward intergenerational mobility. Additionally,
being older, along with being born in a rural area, enhances the chances of upward intragenerational mobility.

Keywords: Intergenerational mobility, intragenerational mobility, upward mobility, downward mobility, tribal

Key Message: Social mobility is experiencing a downward trend, both across generations and within generations.
Upward intergenerational and intragenerational mobility reflect the dynamics of any society, and current trends
suggest that social mobility in tribal communities faces significant challenges.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction
Social mobility involves how individuals move between various social positions and

includes four specific types. 1) Vertical mobility describes the movement of individuals
between different social classes, which can occur in an upward or downward direction. 2)
Horizontal mobility refers to the transition from one job to another without changing social
status. 3) Intergenerational mobility refers to changes in social status between two
generations. For example, when the son of a taxi driver becomes a doctor or vice versa, it
indicates intergenerational social mobility, whether upward or downward. 4)
Intragenerational mobility is the change in a person's social status during their lifetime, which
can be either upward or downward.

The class system that has emerged since the Industrial Revolution has allowed people in
lower social classes to move up to higher classes. In addition, it is possible for them to change
their position and status throughout their lives. However, some believe that social mobility is
real, while others see it as an illusion, only accessible to a limited number of people, with the
masses not benefiting from it. Iran began socio-economic modernization from the beginning
of the 20th century with the rise of the Pahlavi dynasty, and as a result, individuals could rise
from the lower ranks of society through established mechanisms such as education,
perseverance, and talent. Of course, the opposite was also possible. In Iran, based on objective
evidence and research, some individuals attain higher socio-economic positions, while many
others remain static or even drop to lower positions. Despite numerous studies, there is no
clear and comprehensive estimate of social mobility in Iran, especially by region.
Furthermore, the significant fluctuations in the country's macroeconomic and social
indicators over recent decades have made estimating the level of social mobility and its
influencing factors even more complex. This is particularly evident in Kohgiluyeh-Boyer-
Ahmad Province, which has maintained a traditional ethnic and tribal structure for a long time
and adopted modernization later than other regions. Given these details, the main question of
this research is: first, what is the nature of intergenerational and intragenerational social
mobility in Yasouj? Second, to what extent does it occur? And third, what factors influence it?

Methods and Data

The present study was conducted using a quantitative methodology and survey technique.
In intergenerational mobility, fathers and eldest children were studied; in intragenerational
mobility, children within the family were examined. The population included all families living
in Yasouj city where the father is alive and has at least two children aged 25 or older. A total of

[ 210 Journal of Social Continuity & Change




Ahmadi et al. / Sociological Analysis of Social Mobility ... |

115 households were selected, encompassing 345 individuals: 115 fathers, 115 eldest
children, and 115 youngest children. A multi-stage random sampling technique was
conducted in seven neighborhoods to choose the sample. Social mobility was measured based
on four criteria: wealth, education, occupation, and status, each with a score range from zero
to eight. To assess the validity of the research instrument, face validity and references to
referees were employed. The reliability of the instrument was determined using the test-
retest method, taking into account the measurement approach.

Findings

After calculating the scores of fathers and their eldest children, as well as the scores of
eldest and youngest children across the four criteria of wealth, status, education, and
occupation, intergenerational and intragenerational mobility were categorized into three
types: ascending, descending, and no mobility. Intergenerational social mobility shows that
62.6% experienced downward mobility, 6.1% remained constant, and 31.3% experienced
upward mobility. In contrast, intragenerational social mobility indicates that 56.5%
experienced downward mobility, 6.9% remained constant, and 9.33% experienced upward
mobility.

Conclusion and Discussion

The majority of eldest children experience downward social mobility compared to the
previous generation. They tend to have less wealth and lower status, yet higher education
levels and occupational positions than their fathers. Simultaneously, the youngest children
also face downward mobility relative to the eldest children. They hold lower positions in
terms of wealth and status but surpass them in education and occupation.

The decline in intergenerational and intragenerational social mobility in the economic
domain is likely due to significant inflation, which has reached 50% in recent years. The
decline in status appears to result from rapid social changes and shifts in values and beliefs.
Conversely, the rise in educational attainment is driven by the expansion of higher education,
especially after the revolution. Additionally, the upward trend in occupational status is
influenced by rapid economic transformations over recent decades and the substantial
growth of the industrial and service sectors. There is also a notable difference in social
mobility based on age, with older eldest children and older youngest children having greater
chances of intergenerational and intragenerational mobility than their fathers and older
siblings, respectively. Moreover, intergenerational mobility varies by gender, with older male
children exhibiting more upward mobility than older female children compared to their
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fathers. However, this gender difference does not apply to intragenerational mobility, where
older male and female children have similar chances of upward movement. Lastly, no
significant differences in social mobility are observed based on place of birth or marital status.
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