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Abstract

Criminal policy is an emerging, multidisciplinary science that seeks to study the causes
and methods of crime-related policies, how society and government respond to these
issues, and how social and political factors influence crimes. Therefore, initially, it falls
within the scope of legal and political science; however, in terms of content, it is influ-
enced by various social fields, especially culture. Considering the importance of this
influence in Islamic society, the present study has examined some principles of Islamic
criminal policy with a focus on the social teachings of the Qur’an. For this purpose,
authentic religious documents, especially Qur’anic verses and interpretive sources, have
been evaluated using the descriptive-analytical method, and since the Aristotelian logic
of causality has been used to achieve the guidelines of the Qur’an, the ultimate and
formal cause have been established as the basis for understanding the approach. On this
basis, the aforementioned principles have been analyzed in two dimensions related to
the goals and causes of punishment and the principles governing their implementation.
The findings of this research show the maximum compliance of these principles with the
teachings of the Qur’an and Islamic traditions; the necessity of implementing these prin-
ciples to ensure social justice and fairness in the Islamic penal system and the priority of
the approach of reforming and restoring society over retribution and punishing criminals,
based on which the change in the criminal policy model from the existing authoritarian
approach to restorative justice has been recognized as inevitable, so that a constructive
interaction between the criminal, the victim and the society can be achieved and the qual-
ity of life and social relations can be improved.
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| Extended Abstract |

Principles of Criminal Policy in Imamiyyah Jurisprudence
Based on the Social Teachings of the Holy Qu’ran

Morteza Karballai Sadeghi , Mehdi Nourian

Objective: Criminal policy, as an emerging, interdisciplinary field of study in the
social sciences and political sciences, has a significant impact on the understanding
approachs taken within the criminal legal system. As a field of study, this field is
a combination of political science and social sciences that examines why and how
crime-related policies are formed, how society and government respond to these is-
sues, and how social and political factors influence crime. From a social science per-
spective, criminal policy analyzes social and criminal behavior and the economic,
cultural, and social factors associated with crime. This dimension focuses on studying
how culture and society influence the occurrence of criminal behavior and the social
reactions to these behaviors. From a political science perspective, this field examines
the mechanisms of government decision-making, legal systems, and political institu-
tions that shape criminal policies and laws. The influence of political power and civil
society on the regulation of these policies is also an interesting topic within this field.
Thus, it can be said that criminal policy is an interdisciplinary study that benefits from
both the social science and political science perspectives. Although this knowledge
initially belongs to interdisciplinary studies in law and political science, given its
conseptional role at various social levels, its content takes the form of purely political
science, and its content is influenced by culture and various social fields. Therefore,
according to the importance of this influence, the current study addresses the princi-
ples of Islamic criminal policy, focusing on the social teachings of the Holy Qur’an
as a valid document of Islamic law. In this regard, the concept of criminal policy and
its narrative interpretation were first presented. By understanding the epistemological
foundations, a comprehensive method has been reached to the Qur’anic foundations
of these policies and their impact on Islamic society. Then, by leveraging the concepts
of justice in narrative interpretations, a detailed analysis, based on the Qur’an and
hadith, of some of their basic principles was presented.

Methodology: The present article has collected information using reliable religious
documents and sources, especially Qur’anic verses and interpretive sources (narrative
interpretation), then using the descriptive-analytical method, it has examined and ana-
lyzed the obtained data and inferred the teachings to solve the problem in question.
In this path, it has used the logic of Aristotelian causality to achieve the guidelines of
the Holy Qur’an and, on this basis, it has based the understanding of the Holy Quran’s
approach on the ultimate and formal cause.

Findings: This study has examined the social teachings of the holy Qur’an in two
key dimensions of criminal policy: first, the principles related to the goals and causes
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of punishments and second, the principles governing their implementation. The re-
searchers in this study have achieved maximum compliance of these principles with
the Qur’anic teachings and Islamic traditions and believe that the implementation of
these principles is necessary to ensure social justice and fairness in the Islamic penal
system. They emphasize that retributions should go beyond punishing criminals to
reforming them and repairing society. Finally, the research shows that the criminal
policy model should move from the existing authoritarian approach towards restor-
ative justice, emphasizing constructive interaction between the criminal, the victim,
and the community, and improving the quality of life and social relations.

Keywords: Narrative Interpretation, Criminal Law; Social Justice; Principles of
Criminal Policy; Social Policy; Restorative Justice
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