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Abstract

The change in the religious order and foundation of Iranian society following the
Islamic Revolution gradually led to the formation of civilizational theology to
achieve a new Islamic civilization. Before the revolution, civilizational theology,
which was not codified and formulated, was understood as extreme nationalism,
archaic, imported, secular, and Western-oriented. This article aims to analyze the
idea of civilizational theology that shows itself in the approach and documents of
strategic plans before and after the Islamic Revolution. Accordingly, the theoretical
approach of the article is derived from endemic and Islamic foundations. Using the
method of documentary research and document study and using the method of total
and then purposeful sampling, the author has analyzed 37 strategic documents and
analyzed the propositions focused on civilizational theology in them. In total, the
findings are presented around two axes: 1- Review of experiences in the descriptive
layer including the analysis of the propositions of strategic plan documents (the
shift from passive secular theology to constructive transcendental theology); 2-
Theoretical-epistemological study in the analytical layer. Finally, conclusions have
been drawn based on the capacity of the civilizational approach after the Islamic
Revolution (study of the periods of governments).
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Extended abstract

Problem

It can be claimed that the growth and development of Iran throughout
history and up to now has been directly dependent on the state. Therefore,
the approach of the states has practically influenced and spread in the
approach of the entire society. Now, the issue that can be examined is that,
considering the religious turn in contemporary Iranian society (the
movement from the anti-religion of the Pahlavi regime to the religiosity
and theism of the Islamic Revolution), the idea of civilizational theology in
the approach and documents of strategic plans has also undergone changes.
Understanding this change is important from two aspects: first, the
empirical representation of the ideas in the documents and second, the
fundamental, epistemological and theoretical implications for institutional
mapping, policy recommendations and the evaluation or monitoring of
trends in the development of vision documents according to capacities. In
this regard, this article attempts to examine, along with a pathological
approach, the state of the civilizational approach in the era of the state. It
should be noted that the existence of the idea of civilizational theology in
the post-Islamic Revolution period does not mean its complete realization,
but rather other conditions (including the support of the people and
officials) have caused the proximity or distance between strategic
documents and the field of action. Now, one of the most important current
programs and strategies is the statement of the second step of the Islamic
Revolution, which arose from the civilizational theology of the Islamic
Revolution and, despite all the aforementioned intellectual confrontations,
continues its path (albeit with ups and downs).

Objective

The purpose of this article is to empirically examine and theoretically
analyze the approach of civilizational theology in the approach and
documents of Iran's strategic plans, with an emphasis on the Pahlavi period
and the period of the Islamic Revolution in Iran.

Question

The main question of the article is: What has been the approach of
civilizational theology in the strategic plan documents of contemporary
Iran and what evolution has it undergone?
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Theoretical foundations

In accordance with the issue under consideration, the conceptual
framework and theoretical foundations are discussed in three sections: 1-
The concept and measurement of civilization in relation to culture; 2-
Society, culture and prescriptive theology; 3- Socialization,
systematization and civilization-building:  civilizational theology.
Civilization is a normative and value-based matter. The relationship of a
society with civilization can be passive or resistant. Based on the criterion
of “civilization” (in Bischoff’s view), a society may have civilized
manifestations but be uncivilized in practice. If we accept that a civilized
person reflects on the meaning of society, its structure and changes, then
contemporary Iranian society can be examined based on this criterion.
Given that Iranian society has been a religious society, religion has played
an important role in building social and institutional relations. A part of
theology becomes active within the context of culture and society and
engages in systematization. The ground for the emergence of civilizational
theology during the Islamic Revolution was potentially and prescriptively
prepared, which indicates the emphasis on the congruence of faith and
action in the teachings of Shiite Islam.

Method

Thisarticle uses a qualitative and descriptive-analytical method, as well as
documentary and document research techniques to examine the approach
and documents of strategic programs with the content and nature of
civilizational theology. These techniques can be defined under the
foundations of policy studies. The keywords studied are: "civilization,
East, West, religion, spiritual, value, belief, divine, God, Islam, theology,
jurisprudence, jurist".

Using the method of documentary research and document study and
using the method of total and then purposeful sampling, the author has
analyzed 37 strategic documents and analyzed the propositions focused on
civilizational theology in them.

Findings

In total, the findings are presented around two axes: 1- Review of
experiences in the descriptive layer including the analysis of the
propositions of strategic plan documents (the shift from passive secular
theology to constructive transcendental theology); 2- Theoretical-
epistemological study in the analytical layer. Finally, conclusions have
been drawn based on the capacity of the civilizational approach after the
Islamic Revolution (study of the periods of governments).

Conclusion

The change in the religious order and foundation of Iranian society
following the Islamic Revolution gradually led to the formation of
civilizational theology to achieve a new Islamic civilization. Before the
revolution, civilizational theology, which was not codified and formulated,
was understood as extreme nationalism, archaic, imported, secular, and



Western-oriented. This article aims to analyze the idea of civilizational

theology that shows itself in the approach and documents of strategic plans
before and after the Islamic Revolution.

Keywords: Civilizational Theology, Documents, Strategy, Iran,
Development, Islamic Revolution, Civilization.
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