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Abstract

Background and Objective: Police social capital can significantly
impact the improvement and enhancement of police performance and the
successful fulfillment of police missions. This is especially relevant in the
Law Enforcement Command of the Islamic Republic of Iran, which has
adopted a community-oriented approach as its main strategy. This article
aims to systematically review the research conducted in the field of police
social capital using the meta-synthesis method to provide an overview of
the current state of police social capital.

Method: In terms of its objectives, this research is applied and
descriptive-analytical, and in terms of nature, it is a systematic review.
The meta-synthesis method was used to examine police social capital
studies published between 2011 and 2023 in reputable journals approved
by the Ministry of Science, with at least an A or B scientific rating.
Initially, 134 studies were identified through searches, of which 53 were
excluded due to deficiencies or overlap. After removing these, a total of
81 studies were selected, most of which were articles.

Findings: All articles and reports were screened using title, abstract, and
full-text filters. The CASP tool was used for this screening process. The
findings indicate that police social capital has been evaluated at three
levels: macro, meso, and micro. Among these studies, the most frequently
used term was "trust."

Conclusion: By examining the indicators and components of police social
capital at the macro, meso, and micro levels, it appears that macro-level
policies and strategies should aim to enhance social capital, thereby
energizing the meso level. The meso level, through planning, guidance,
supervision, and provision of adequate resources, equipment, and training,
should work to elevate social capital at the micro level, resulting in
improved individual performance. This, in turn, boosts morale and
motivation, leading to greater dedication in fulfilling duties. This process
enhances the efficiency, capability, and professionalism of the police,
which forms the foundation of public trust. As public trust in the police
increases, so does public participation, ultimately leading to the growth of
police social capital.
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