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ABSTRACT

In the last decade, due to the colorful presence of the Instagram social network in Iranian
society, the tendency towards celebrity culture by ordinary people has undergone a
transformation; One of the consequences of people's life on Instagram and the
celebrityization of society is the tendency towards neoliberal values. The present study was
conducted with the aim of investigating the role of celebrity in the Iranian society on the
platform of Instagram and the tendency towards neoliberal values. The current research
method is descriptive and of the structural equation type, its statistical population includes
Instagram users who were selected by a simple random method, and the research data was
collected using a researcher-made questionnaire on Celebritization and neoliberal values.
The sample size was 384 using Sample Power software, which was increased to 400 to
ensure this number, and SPSS software was used for data analysis, and Amos Graphics
software was used to draw the structural equation model and model fit criteria. The findings
of this research showed that the Celebritization of Iranian society on Instagram has a positive
and significant relationship with the tendency towards neoliberal values, on the other hand,
the dimensions of personalization, diversification and mediaization of the variable of
Celebritization have an effect on the tendency towards neoliberal values of Iranian
Instagram users. The results of the present study showed that the general trend towards
celebrity culture on the platform of Instagram among Iranian users has led to the
development of neoliberal values. And the more the lranian society is subjected to
Celebritization and the public interest in celebrity culture increases, the tendency towards
neoliberal values also increases. Also, the results of this research show that celebrities, as the
driving engine of neoliberal capitalism in Iranian society, play a structural role in
institutionalizing They have neoliberal values.
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INTRODUCTION

Today, neoliberalism, relying on the Gigi economy and the dot.com
revolution, and in a word, the development of platform capitalism on a wide
and global scale, has not only transformed the methods of economic
production, but also relying on the logic of data accumulation in the space
of virtual social media such as Instagram, Twitter and Telegram and... has
deeply transformed social, moral and human values. Today, under the
umbrella of neoliberalism, we understand ourselves surrounded by certain
values and find the direction of our actions around the same values, such
neoliberal values, relying on the logic of the market and the development of
digital communication, not only tell us who we are and what our price is,
Rather, they determine what we can expect from social, cultural, and
political guidelines, and indeed determine what we think transcendent
values are (Brown, 2015, 34). Manuel Castells believes that "every
production method is defined by an element that plays a fundamental role in
increasing productivity in the production process” (Castells, 1402, vol. 1,
17). Celebrities should be examined as a mediating element in the neoliberal
capitalist mode of production. Neoliberal capitalism created a new market
based on passionate emotions that target our attention (Varoufakis, 1403,
51). Celebritization also entails commodification and can best be considered
as a long-term structural or meta-process transformation on par with
globalization, individualization, or mediatization (Ferris et al., 1401, 40). As
Ellis Cashmore says, "Like it or not, celebrity culture is with us, it surrounds
us and even invades us." Celebrity culture shapes our thoughts, behavior,
style and character. Celebrity culture affects and is affected by all people,
not just die-hard fans” (Cashmore, 2006 cited in Ferris et al., 1401, 36).

PURPOSE

The purpose of writing this article is to investigate the relationship between
the Celebritization of Iranian society and the tendency towards neoliberal
values in the context of the social network Instagram. This research tries to
answer the basic question of whether the life of Iranian society in the
context of Instagram is influenced by the popularization of celebrity culture
and the Celebritization of society. Does it lead to neoliberal values?

METHODOLOGY

The method of the current research is descriptive and structural equations
type, the statistical population of this research includes Iranian users of the



Instagram social network. The tool of the current research is a researcher-
made questionnaire, the sampling method is available randomly, and the
sample size is estimated at 0.05 error level using the “"Sample Power"
software. A sample of 400 people was considered. Also, for the statistical
and inferential analyzes of this research, a personal computer and the
statistical software "SPSS 26" was used, and for modeling the structural
equation, the software "Amos Graphics 24" was used.

FINDINGS

Table No. 1 shows the results of Pearson's correlation test to examine the
relationship between the independent and dependent variables of the
research, as well as the correlation between the different dimensions of
these variables.

Table number 1. The results of Pearson correlation coefficients between Celebritization
(by dimensions) and neoliberal values (by dimensions) Neoliberal values

Celebritization

Neolibarl Values Diversification Personalizaty becoming media

r sig r sig r sig
individualism 0.110" 0.027 0.004 0.940 -0.021 0.536
competition 0.315™ 0.000 0.278™ 0.000 0.131" 0.009
liquidty 0.204™ 0.000 0.230™ 0.000 0.235™ 0.000
consumerism 0.318™ 0.000 0.434™ 0.000 0.290™ 0.000

Achievementism 0.255™ 0.000 0.276™ 0.000 0.207 0.000
Neolibarl Values 0.380™ 0.000 0.384™ 0.000 0.249™ 0.000
Total correlation 0.409™ 0.000

N=400, *P <0/05,** P <0/01

The findings of Table No. 1 show that between Celebritization and
tendency towards neoliberal values among Instagram users, the Pearson
correlation is 0.409 and the significance level is 0.000, which indicates a
positive, direct and meaningful relationship, this correlation is moderate. It
is upward and it can be said that the more Celebritization among Instagram
users, the tendency towards neoliberal values among users also increases;
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Therefore, the HO hypothesis based on the lack of correlation between these
two variables is rejected at the 0.1% level and it can be said with 0.99%
confidence that these two variables are correlated and the results can be
generalized to the statistical population. Table No. 2 shows the direct effect
of independent variable dimensions on the dependent variable using the
self-management method

CONCLUSION

The presence of Instagram in Iran as a part of the power technology of
neoliberalism has not only increased the desire to be seen and become a
celebrity of Instagram users, but also increased the tendency towards
neoliberal values among Iranian users. Transitioning from this situation
seems to be difficult considering the current conditions of Iranian society,
what is important is that neoliberal values did not appear in our society all at
once, so that we can go through it all at once; The process of change is time-
consuming and difficult; The only solution available in such a situation is
not filtering social networks such as Instagram, but cultural policy and
development of media literacy among different layers of society.

NOVELTY

Studying the vitality of neoliberalism in the cultural field in Iranian society
through Instagram and virtual celebrities is a topic that should be addressed
more than ever; Interpretations related to neoliberalism are often formulated
in economic frameworks; But this study tried to provide a cultural
interpretation of the vitality of neoliberalism in Iranian society, on the other
hand, creating a questionnaire and measuring the concepts in this research
was a difficult task, but despite this limitation and difficulty, it is necessary
to conduct such studies in the country.
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