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Introduction: School privatization, as one of the modern educational approaches,
can influence various aspects of teachers’ performance and students’ social
development. Therefore, the aim of this study was to determine the relationship
between school privatization, teaching quality of teachers, and the enhancement of
social skills among male primary school students in Behshahr.

Methods: The present research was applied in terms of purpose and descriptive-
correlational in terms of method. The statistical population included all fourth-, fifth-
, and sixth-grade male primary school teachers in Behshahr (N = 130). Based on
Krejcie and Morgan’s table, 97 teachers were selected through stratified random
sampling. The research instruments included the Teaching Quality Questionnaire by
Kavoushi (2003), the Social Skills Questionnaire by Inderbitzen and Foster (1992),
and a researcher-made Privatization Questionnaire. Data were analyzed using
Pearson correlation and multiple regression tests.

Results: The results indicated a significant relationship between school privatization
and both teaching quality of teachers and the enhancement of students’ social skills.
Moreover, the components of privatization contributed differently to predicting
teaching quality and social skills.

Conclusion: Overall, if implemented with effective supervision, careful planning,
and adequate support, school privatization can provide a suitable foundation for
improving educational quality and achieving the broader goals of the education
system. Therefore, policymakers and educational managers should not only utilize
the capacities of the private sector but also pay special attention to the social, ethical,
and qualitative dimensions of education to enhance both teaching performance and
students’ holistic development.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

School privatization has emerged as a significant trend in contemporary education systems, aiming to improve educational
quality, accountability, and efficiency. By introducing market-based mechanisms and autonomy in school management,
privatization can influence both the operational performance of teachers and the broader developmental outcomes of
students. Teachers in privatized schools often experience increased motivation and accountability due to clearer
performance expectations, professional development opportunities, and enhanced institutional support. This, in turn, may
positively impact their teaching quality, instructional strategies, and engagement with students. Beyond teacher
performance, school privatization can also affect students’ social development. Social skills, including communication,
cooperation, empathy, and problem-solving abilities, are critical for students’ overall growth and future success. Privatized
schools often provide structured environments with greater emphasis on student participation, collaborative learning, and
the cultivation of interpersonal competencies. Therefore, evaluating the relationship between school privatization and
both teaching quality and social skill development can offer valuable insights into how organizational reforms influence
educational outcomes. Previous studies have suggested that privatization may lead to improvements in teaching
effectiveness by fostering a culture of accountability and responsiveness. School management structures, resource
allocation, and the degree of autonomy can all significantly affect teacher performance and instructional quality. Similarly,
students’ social skill development is closely influenced by school policies, classroom environments, and organizational
practices that promote collaboration and personal growth. Despite these general findings, limited research has
simultaneously examined the effects of school privatization on both teachers’ instructional quality and students’ social
skills in primary schools, particularly in specific regional contexts. The present study seeks to address this gap by
investigating the relationship between school privatization, teaching quality, and the enhancement of social skills among
male primary school students in Behshahr. By focusing on both teacher-centered and student-centered outcomes, this
research provides a comprehensive understanding of the multifaceted impact of privatization on educational quality. In
addition, identifying the predictive role of various privatization components can inform policymakers, school
administrators, and educators about effective strategies for implementing privatization policies that simultaneously
support teachers and promote students’ social development. Ultimately, the study aims to contribute evidence-based
insights for designing educational reforms that balance institutional performance with holistic student growth.

Methods

The present research was applied in terms of purpose and descriptive-correlational in terms of method. The statistical
population included all fourth-, fifth-, and sixth-grade male primary school teachers in Behshahr (N = 130). Based on
Krejcie and Morgan’s table, 97 teachers were selected through stratified random sampling. The research instruments
included the Teaching Quality Questionnaire by Kavoushi (2003), the Social Skills Questionnaire by Inderbitzen and
Foster (1992), and a researcher-made Privatization Questionnaire. Data were analyzed using Pearson correlation and
multiple regression tests.

Results

The results indicated a significant relationship between school privatization and both teaching quality of teachers and the
enhancement of students’ social skills. Moreover, the components of privatization contributed differently to predicting
teaching quality and social skills.

Conclusion

The findings of this study indicate that school privatization is significantly associated with both the quality of teachers’
instruction and the enhancement of students’ social skills. Teachers in privatized schools demonstrated higher levels of
teaching quality, suggesting that organizational reforms, autonomy, and accountability measures can positively influence
instructional practices. These results align with previous research highlighting the importance of institutional support,
professional development, and performance monitoring in improving teacher effectiveness. Similarly, the study found a
meaningful relationship between privatization and students’ social skill development. Students in schools with greater
levels of privatization exhibited stronger interpersonal competencies, including cooperation, communication, and
problem-solving abilities. This suggests that privatized school environments may provide more structured and supportive
settings for fostering social development, alongside academic learning. The contribution of individual privatization
components varied for predicting teaching quality and social skills, highlighting the nuanced effects of different
organizational elements on educational outcomes. Overall, these findings underscore the potential of school privatization
to enhance both teacher performance and student development when implemented with careful planning, adequate
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support, and effective monitoring. Policymakers and educational administrators should leverage the capacities of the
private sector while maintaining attention to social, ethical, and qualitative aspects of education. Ensuring that
privatization policies are aligned with broader educational goals can help create learning environments that promote high-
quality teaching, foster students’ social and emotional growth, and contribute to holistic development. Moreover, the study
emphasizes the importance of integrating teacher-centered and student-centered perspectives when evaluating the impact
of privatization. While improvements in instructional quality are essential, the ultimate success of educational reforms
depends on supporting students’ broader developmental needs. By addressing both dimensions, privatization can serve as
a tool for comprehensive educational enhancement, rather than solely an administrative or financial reform. In conclusion,
school privatization, if implemented strategically and with appropriate oversight, can offer a viable pathway for improving
educational outcomes in primary schools. Policymakers, educators, and administrators should consider both
organizational efficiency and the holistic growth of students in designing and implementing privatization initiatives. Such
an approach ensures that educational reforms not only enhance teaching performance but also nurture socially competent,
well-rounded students prepared for future challenges.
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