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Abstract:

This study aims to design a model for identifying barriers to developing the ranking system of
audit firms in Iran, considering environmental characteristics and national conditions. The research
is qualitative and based on grounded theory. Data were collected through in-depth interviews
with 15 academic and professional experts in auditing during the second half of 2025. The data
were analyzed using open, axial, and selective coding, resulting in the identification of six main
dimensions, 26 core components, and 78 concepts. Findings reveal that causal conditions include
a lack of transparency in criteria and insufficient independence, while contextual conditions
highlight economic fluctuations and organizational cultural challenges. Intervening conditions
such as limited advanced technology and legal constraints were also identified. Proposed strategies
include enhancing transparency in criteria, strengthening the independence of the ranking system,
and leveraging modern technologies, leading to outcomes such as improved auditing service
quality and increased public trust. This study emphasizes the necessity of aligning the ranking
system of audit firms with global standards while addressing local requirements to enhance
transparency and service quality.
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