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Abstract

Given the numerous socio-economic and environmental benefits of
hunting tourism, including wildlife conservation, boosting the local
economy, creating job opportunities, and fostering cultural interaction
between local communities and tourists, this research aims to explore
the factors influencing the enhancement of hunting tourism based on
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shooting sports. This research is applied in its objective, interpretive
paradigm, mixed in nature (qualitative semi-exploratory and
quantitative descriptive-analytical), future-oriented in the time frame,
and survey-based execution, falling under the case studies category.
The participants in this study were experts in tourism and shooting
sports. The sampling method was theoretical and snowball sampling,
with 32 interviews reaching the point of theoretical saturation. A
PESTEL environmental analysis was utilized to identify the
influencing factors. Initially, a comprehensive literature review was
conducted; the lack of focused research on hunting tourism in Iran led
to environmental scanning to identify the factors influencing the
enhancement of hunting tourism based on shooting sports in Iran. The
Delphi technique was employed over three rounds to determine the
importance of these factors. Ultimately, 27 influencing factors were
identified, and consensus was reached among the members of the
Delphi group. In addition to enriching the existing literature, the
findings of this research can serve as a basis for formulating policies
and operational programs in hunting tourism and contribute to the
development of the tourism industry in Iran.

Keywords: Hunting, Hunting Tourism, Shooting, Wildlife Tourism.

Introduction

The development of hunting tourism brings many socio-economic and
environmental benefits, the most important of which are monitoring
the number and type of hunting (Pérez et al., 2023; Florin et al., 2018),
wildlife protection (Di Minin et al., 2021), protection of threatened
species (Gortazar et al., 2022), preservation of biodiversity (CALINA
etal., 2018; Cohen et al., 2014), local economic prosperity (Naidoo et
al., 2016), Creating direct and indirect job opportunities in local areas
(Milojica et al., 2014), cultural interaction between local communities
and tourists (Gaci¢ et al., 2015); Considering the importance and
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necessity of hunting tourism development, the focus of this research
is on identifying the factors of hunting tourism development based on
shooting. Since areas with extensive forest cover are the most suitable
places for the development of hunting tourism (Flg, 2008), The
present study was conducted in Mazandaran province. Mazandaran
province has natural forest parks with an area of 6817.92 hectares, and
the total area of natural areas in the province is 1693053 hectares
(Ghazani et al., 2018). Therefore, it is considered a suitable platform
for the development of hunting tourism.

Research Question(s)
The current research was trying to answer the question of what factors
cause the development of hunting tourism based on shooting in Iran.

Literature Review

Research on hunting tourism has been done with different goals,
among which Pérez et al. (2023) showed that recreational hunting can
positively preserve biodiversity. Also, hunting is a significant income
source and a key economic activity in some rural areas of Spain.
Sanchez-Garcia et al. (2021) used regional surveys to evaluate sport
hunting’s economic contribution in Spain, stating that hunting could
be Considered a key economic activity for Spain's environment and a
measure to combat rural population decline.

Florin et al. (2018), researching the role of hunting tourism in the
sustainable preservation of animal habitats, stated that the
management plans of the areas where hunting tourism is carried out
aim to maintain the evolutionary and functional trends through which
the structure of animal habitats can be maintained in the long term.

Hunting tourism
Hunting is the oldest human activity that has been carried out since
the beginning of man with the goals of survival (Marchand et al.,
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2014), livelihood, and entertainment, and today it is considered an

important recreational, sports, and tourist activity (Gaci¢ et al., 2015;
MacKay). & Campbell, 2004).

The difference between a hunting tourist and a hunter

Hunting tourism is different from being a hunter. In this research, the
hunter is not considered; the tourist's goal is hunting. When the hunter
pays for the hunting experience as a service, they enter the role of a
tourist (Tickle & von Essen, 2020). Thus, the hunting tourist is a
consumer and differs from the hunter (Cohen et al., 2014).

Methodology

This research is practical in terms of purpose, in terms of interpretative
paradigm, in terms of mixed nature (qualitative, semi-exploratory
quantitative, descriptive-analytical), in terms of time, it is prospective.
Regarding the implementation method, it is a survey and is among the
case studies. According to the subject area of the research, the
participants of the research were experts in the field of sports tourism
and shooting sports, which included professors of the faculty of sports
management, directors of the shooting federation and provincial
boards, the private sector active in the field of shooting and sports
tourism, researchers and sports marketers. The sampling method was
theoretical and snowball. PESTEL environmental analysis was used
to identify the factors. In this way, a comprehensive literature review
was conducted first, followed by an environmental survey to complete
and determine the importance of the identified factors, using the
Delphi technique in three rounds.

Results

Based on the results of the environmental PESTEL analysis, 27 factors
affecting the development of hunting tourism based on shooting were
identified and subject to the theoretical consensus of Delphi group
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experts, which include three factors in the political field, seven factors
in the economic field, four factors in the cultural-social field, seven
factors In the field of technology, two factors were in the
environmental field and four factors were in the legal field.

Discussion

In the political field, government policies on hunting and shooting can
significantly impact the development of hunting tourism. The
possibility of integrated development of the shooting sports market in
the recreational, sports, hunting, and military sectors was raised in the
economic field. Also, the commercialization of hunting tourism and
the attraction of economic benefits were important factors in this
sector. In the social-cultural field, the unique characteristics of
shooting sports, which are fun, exciting, cross-age, cross-sexual, and
cross-physical sports, and strengthen relationships between
generations, were pointed out. In the field of technology, various
technologies such as augmented reality (AR), virtual reality (VR),
Internet of Things (1oT), artificial intelligence (Al), and GBT chat can
revolutionize the tourism industry. In the environmental field,
sustainable management of hunting areas is critical to preserve
biodiversity and ecosystems. In the legal field, facilitating the
acquisition of permits to establish hunting tourism sites can play a
significant role in the development of hunting tourism.

Conclusion

In summarizing the above, attention must be paid to all the identified
factors for the successful development of hunting tourism based on
shooting and achieving its socio-economic and environmental
benefits; coordination and balance between these factors can lead to a
stable and successful approach in this field. Besides enriching the
literature on the subject, tourism activists and operators in the country
can use the research results.
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