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Abstract

The avant-garde Sonnet, whose earliest signs appeared in Persian poetry in the
1990s (1370s in the Iranian calendar), has been introduced under various
designations, such as theform Qazal, postmodern Qazal, faraQazal, differential
Qazal, automatic Qazal, and text Qazal, each of which embodies a particular aspect
of avant-gardism within the Qazal form. The primary feature common to all these
types is the alteration of the conventional structure and form of the classical Qazal,
coupled with the claim of having created an innovative framework for the
contemporary Qazal.

The most salient characteristics of this poetic movement include linguistic play,
schizophrenic imagery, meaning-avoidance, narrative disruption, contestation of
tradition, polyphony, breaking of form, irony and satire, use of colloquial
vocabulary, and employment of obscene expressions. In avant-garde poetry,
language revolts against itself, severs connections, and proceeds counter to
convention. Established rhetorical hierarchies are dismantled, and formal ruptures
and digunctions create a novel order within disorder.
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In the poetry of most such authors, language and words are neither preserved in
their previous form nor endowed with a wholly new form; rather than being
revitalized, they are dismantled—although this linguistic disruption and verbal
delirium are regarded by both the poets and their audiences as innovative and
original instances of linguistic play.

The central question in the pathology of the avant-garde Qazal, and postmodern
poetry more generaly, is to what extent the norm-deviation or norm-defiance of
poets in this movement—manifested through their departure from the rules of
language and form—is justified, and whether there exists any governing principle or
rule for such norm-breaking.

The weaknesses and afflictions of the avant-garde Qazal first manifest in the
realm of language and, consequently, in the domain of thought, eventually affecting
cultural, social, and aesthetic dimensions. Although innovation and the avoidance of
repetition have always been valued in the literary history of any nation, such
innovation—when lacking intellectual and cultural grounding and an appropriate
context—tends to be destructive rather than constructive, resembling the Bazgasht-e
Adabi (Literary Return) period; with the difference that, in the latter, even if no
progress in thought or content was achieved, at least the strength and grandeur of the
language remained intact.

This article examines the structural shortcomings of the avant-garde Qazal and
addresses the question of how such deficiencies have influenced the sales
of Qazal collections associated with these movements. To investigate this question,
the author designed a questionnaire, and the collected data were analyzed using
SPSS statistical software and the one-sample t-test method. The findings indicate
that altering the Qazal form and introducing inappropriate expressions alongside
norm-breaking language are the most significant factors adversely affecting
audience reception.

Keywords: Contemporary Poetry, Contemporary Sonnet, Avant- garde,
Pathology, Structure.

Introduction

Avant-garde Sonnet has failed to achieve the success it merits, largely due to its
ineffective engagement with audiences. This shortcoming often stems from poets
misguided interpretations of contemporary audience needs. Furthermore, poets
attempts to redefine a new poetic space—liberated from the semantic constraints of
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the past—have, at times, inundated the language of poetry with an excess of novel
ideas while indiscriminately discarding established norms. As a result, the language
succumbs to the affliction of incoherence. Thus, when the rupture from semantic
conventions is motivated solely by the rejection of past paradigms while neglecting
the "principle of evolution,” language deviates from its desired path and
straysintfallacy.

Materials & Methods

This study employed library research to collect data on avant-garde Qazal and its
associated shortcomings. To test the hypothesis and examine the impact of structural
flaws in Qazal on serious poetry audiences, a questionnaire was designed and
distributed between two groups using judgmental sampling.

Thefirst group consisted of fifteen scholars specializing in contemporary Persian
literature, while the second group included 45 visitors to the central bookstore of
Saless Publication (specifically those seeking poetry books).

Questionnaire Structure

The questionnaire comprised three sections:

Demographic I nformation — Gender, age, and educational level.

Familiarity with Avant-Garde Qazal — Five questions assessing respondents
awareness of this poetic movement.

Impact of Structural Flaws on Reception — Questions evaluating how these
flaws influence audience engagement with published works.

Validation & Data Analysis

Before distribution, the questionnaire was reviewed by ten experts in contemporary
poetry and Qazal to ensureits validity. The collected data were analyzed using SPSS
software, incorporating both descriptive and inferential statistical methods.

Discussion & Results

The reception of avant-garde Qazal warrants critical examination. Sales data of
books associated with this movement reveal alack of interest among general
audiences, with minimal purchases or orders. This trend is further corroborated
by the limited print runs of such works over the past two decades and low public
turnout at poetry readings featuring these poets.
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While multiple factors contribute to this phenomenon, the core question of this
study is: What role have the structural and formal flaws of avant-garde Qazal played
in this decline? The focus on structural and formal shortcomings is deliberate—these
flaws are immediately visible to audiences, appearing at the forefront of the work. In
contrast, linguistic and content-related deficiencies often remain unnoticed by the
general public, who lack the tools to discern them.

Thus, the central hypothesis of this research is that the structural and formal
weaknesses of avant-garde Qazal have significantly contributed to the erosion of its
contemporary audience.

Conclusion

The avant-garde Qazal demonstrates significant structural deficiencies. Key
issuesinclude:

Alterations to the traditional Qazal form

Elimination or inconsistent use of rhyme schemes

Excessive reliance on suspended narratives and open-ended conclusions

These modifications have fundamentally compromised the classical structure of
the Qazal.

Inferential analysis of our data reveals that serious poetry enthusiasts clearly
perceive these structural flaws. Furthermore, the presence of such deficiencies has
demonstrably diminished their engagement with avant-garde Qazal collections. The
findings substantiate our core hypothesis that structural weaknesses congtitute a
primary factor in the declining reception of contemporary Qazal poetry.
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