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Examining the Role of Symbolism in Dual or Multiple
Readings of Realistic Texts

(Case Study: Jazire Sargardani and Sarban sar gar dan)
Tahereh Kuchakian’

Abstract

A text can dicit multiple readings during message transmission, with multilayered
texts possessing greater potential for this. This research aims to demonstrate how a
message sender can engage with various receiver levels through linguistic devices.
One such method is the use of symbolism within a realistic text, known as symbolic
realism. To investigate this, two novels, Jazire Sargardani and Sarban sargardan,
were selected as case studies. This analytical study concludes that the method of
message transmission is effective in creating dual and multiple text readings. It also
reveals that Simin Daneshvar, through symbolic realism, conveyed distinct
messages in Jazire Sargardani and Sarban sargardan, catering to both genera
(readers unfamiliar with the author's social and political codes) and specific
audiences (readers aware of these codes). This characteristic is notable in
vocabulary, phrases, descriptions, and characterization, predominantly in social and
political themes. Daneshvar employed two simultaneous methods to represent these
realities: 1) direct method, evident in the linguistic surface, and 2) indirect method,
manifested through symbolism and implicit connotations. By providing in-text codes
and signs related to external redlities, she enabled readers with varying awareness
levels to receive messages without semantic interference, conveying two or more
realistic meanings simultaneously. This approach not only fulfilled the intended
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objectives but also enhanced textual enjoyment and reflected the prevailing closed
and limited atmosphere within the text.

Keywords: Simin Daneshvar, Jazire Sargardani and Sarban sargardan,
Symbolic Realism.

Introduction

Readers, when faced with the text of all poets and writers, can understand the
beauties of that text in proportion to their knowledge and awareness, and as a resullt,
professional readers enjoy reading literary texts more than those who have less
knowledge or skill and do not benefit or benefit little from understanding the beauty
of the text. Now, the author can, depending on the situation, sometimes consciously
place obvious and hidden messages in the text, so that the reader can benefit from it
according to his level of awareness. This way of communicating with the reader
leads to multiple perceptions of meaning. This study examines how an author can
create double or multiple readings by using tools in the text.

Materials & Methods

This research has been conducted with an analytical-descriptive approach and
research in Persian stories. This study examines how a writer can create double or
multiple readings by using tools in a realistic text. To explain this issue, Simin
Daneshvar was selected as the sender of the message and two texts, Jazire
Sargardani and Sarban Sargardan, were selected as the Research sample.

Discussion & Results

In this study, the effect of the way the message is transmitted in the formation of
dual and multiple readings was examined. This study also showed how Simin
Daneshvar, using symbolic realism, was able to send different messages in The
Jazire Sargardani and The Sarban Sargardan, appropriate for the general audience
(readers who may not be familiar with the author's social and political codes) and the
specific audience (readers aware of the author's social and political codes).
Daneshvar used two methods simultaneously to represent the desired realities: 1)
The direct method, which is reflected in the linguistic superstructure, and 2) The
indirect method, which is expressed in the form of symbols and implicit
connotations. In order to receive the message, she placed intratextual codes and
signs in relation to external realities, appropriate to the type of audience, and was
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able to simultaneously convey two or more realistic meanings to her readers - with
different levels of awareness - without interfering with the understanding of
the meaning.

Conclusion

According to the study, one of the devices that Daneshvar uses in his two works,
The Jazire Sargardani and The Sarban sargardan, to convey multiple messages is
symbolic realism. The most prominent parts used by the author in this regard include
words, combinations, descriptions, and characters. At both the external and internal
levels of the text, Daneshvar emphasizes the social function of art and literature with
regard to political, social, and cultural concepts. This shows that reflecting these
themes and topicsis a necessity for the author to reread and criticize these situations
as a redlity of life in the contemporary era, as well as a commitment to creating
political and social awareness in the reader. Finally, this study showed that the way
in which the message is conveyed isinfluential in the formation of multiple readings
of the text, and also explained that the use of the symbolic realism method can help
with dual or multiple readings of the text.
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