Bi-quarterly Scientific Journal of “Religion & Communication”
Vol. 32, No. 1, (Serial 67), Spring and summer 2025

Research Article

doi: 10.30497/rc.2025.247326.2080

Received: 2025/01/21 Accepted: 2025/04/23

Identifying factors affecting the formation of atheism among male
student teachers at Allameh Tabatabaei University of Education,
Khorramabad: A phenomenological study

Saeed Roomani~
Alireza Mohammadidkamvand™
Ahmad Hagi™

Abstract

Religiosity and the practice of religious acts are a necessity for humansin the universe. The need
to understand the origin and self, the need to comprehend the purpose of life and the role of
humans in life, how to interact with others, and how humansrespond to the universe are among
these needs. The aim of the present study is to identify the factors influencing the formation of a
spirit of religious aversion among student teachers at Farhangian University. The statistical
population of the study consisted of student teachers from the Allameh Tabatabai campus in
Khorramabad, with 18 individuals selected as the research sample using purposive sampling and
theoretical saturation. The data extracted from semi-structured interviews were analyzed using a
phenomenological approach and coding to extract the main and sub-themes. The findings
indicate the identification of 162 open codes within 17 sub-themes derived from 7 main themes,
which include the lack of pursuit of religious knowledge, failure to apply logical principles of
thinking, inadequate transfer of correct religious teachings in an inclusive manner by relevant
organizations, negative or neutral attitudes of families toward religion, the negative impact of
famllglﬁerformance, misuse of ethics and emotions by friends, the influential role of appealing
friendship environments, incorrect beliefs and behaviors of bad friends, negative media
rr opaganda in cyberspace, the media’s mission toward rr omoting religious aversion among the
public, ignorance of both media owners and audiences, economic and livelihood problems in
society, incorrect intellectual and mental effects, functional effects contrary to religious
teachings, individuals’ epposure to social harms, the 1revalence of sin, unique challenges in
confronting and resolving social harms, poor and negative performance of religious or
seemingly religious individuals, knowledge deficiencies amon% religious individuals, incorrect
behaviors arising from personal biases, and people’s indifference to the correct ways of
understanding religion as factors that contribute to the development of a spirit of religious
aversion among student teachers. The findings of this research can be part of corrective
Erograms for cultural institutions, particularly at Farhangian University, the Ministry of

ducation, and higher education, aimed at addressing this issue.
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2. Member Checking
3. Peer Debriefing
4. Cooperative
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