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Abstract

Prophet Jonah (AS) is one of the divine prophets whose story is purposefully narrated
in four chapters of the Quran. The narration of Prophet Jonah’s (AS) story in the Quran
prompted Hannelies Koloska to research its origins and the factors influencing it. The
present article adopts a descriptive-analytical method to critique and examine Kolo-
ska’s perspective on the interpretation of the story of Jonah (AS) in Surah Al-Qalam.
Koloska'’s perspective revolves around five main axes, which we first examine. These
five axes are: dating the revelation, structural analysis, examination of vocabulary and
concepts, analysis of inter-surah connections, and the communicative links between
the story of Prophet Jonah (AS) and the traditions and arts of Judaism and Christiani-
ty. Under each axis, we first explain Koloska's viewpoint and then the perspectives of
Muslim commentators, using them as criteria to critique and evaluate Koloska's views.
In sections where Islamic commentaries do not address the points raised by Koloska,

we have necessarily referred to other Islamic sources.
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Koloska's views on matters such as the Meccan nature of Surah Al-Qalam and the

intended meaning of verses 48—50 of Surah Al-Qalam align with those of Mus-
lim scholars. Among the criticisms leveled against her work are: reliance on limit-
ed Islamic sources and misinterpretations of them, lack of citations for claims, the
influence of religious presuppositions with a Christian approach, ambiguity in ex-
pressions, and superficial analysis. In her erroneous interpretations, Koloska does
not recognize Prophet Jonah (AS) as a prophet and instead portrays him as forgetful
and negligent, whereas the Quran presents him as a divine prophet endowed with
infallibility.
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