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Abstract

The articles “Jesus” and “Mary” in the Leiden Encyclopedia of the Quran are written
respectively by Neil Robinson and Barbara Freyer Stowasser. Since both articles are
influenced by New Testament data and weak traditions, a critique based on Quranic
teachings becomes necessary. Therefore, this research adopts a descriptive-analytical
method, and after a comparative thematic analysis of these two articles with the teach-
ings of the Quran and authentic Hadiths, it has reached the following conclusions: Ac-
cording to seven verses of the Quran, including “And We did not make for any human
before you eternity... every soul shall taste death” (Al-Anbiya, 34-35), Prophet Jesus
(peace be upon him), like all humans before him, passed away when his appointed time
came, and his soul ascended to the afterlife. Thus, Robinson’s view that the opinions
of Islamic exegetes regarding the death of Jesus (peace be upon him) or his ascension
all are influenced by narrations is correct, but his conclusion that Quranic texts do not
definitively and clearly mention the death of Jesus (peace be upon him) is incorrect.
Stowasser also overlooked two subtle Quranic points: that Mary immediately became
pregnant after the conversation with Gabriel and that Jesus was born on the same day,

outside the temple, in a suitable and pleasant place.
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1. Robinson, Neal, “Jesus”, EQ, V.3, P.7-20.

2. Stowasser, Barbara Freyer, “Mary”, EQ, V.3, P.288-296.
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