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Abstract

Evaluation of Isaac Hasson’s opinion about the test of Prophet
David (PBUH) in Surah Saad

Hassan Rezaei Haftador', Seyyed Mahdi Entezari?, Safar Nasiryan®
Abstract

The introduction of a large number of existing Christian and Jewish legends into Islamic
sources created deviations in the Islamic world, one example of which is “distorting the
face and features of some divine prophets such as Prophet David (pbuh)”.

Isaac Hasson, one of the contemporary orientalists, in a research, has mentioned briefly the
events of the life of Prophet David (pbuh), especially the story of his divine test which is
mentioned in Surah Saad.

He has described most of the Qur’an’s descriptions of Prophet David (pbuh), including his
position as “Khalifatullah”.

Hasson has connected verses 21-26 of Surah Saad, which talk about the divine test of
Prophet David (pbuh), with superstitious stories from the Bible in which inappropriate re-
lationships are given to that Prophet.

Since these types of views bring challenges in the minds of Muslims, in this article, using
a descriptive-analytical method, Isaac Hasson’s view on the divine test of Prophet David
(AS) has been examined and criticized.

Hasson considered the divine test of Prophet David (pbuh) to be related to the biblical story
of Bathsheba and Uriah, which some commentators, including Tabari, have cited.

In criticizing Hasson's point of view, it should be noted that the connection between the test
of Prophet David (pbuh) and the biblical story of Bathsheba and Uriah is not a proof of the
occurrence of the story; Because first, the Qur’an and authentic traditions prevent Muslims
from referring to the teachings of Jewish books; Secondly, Tabari’s narrations and other
narrations that Hasson cited to link the mentioned test to the Bible, in addition to the weak-
ness of the document, are clearly opposed to rational and narrative reasons.

Keywords: David (pbuh), God’s test, Surah Saad, Isaac Hasson, Bible, Israelite.
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