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"ASemantic Analysis of the Active Participle (Ismal-Fail), Intensive Form
(Sighatal-Mubalaghah),and Permanently-Linked Adjective
(SifatMushabbahah)"
Mohsen Ghanei'
Hamid Abbaszadeh?

& Abstract

Among the most significant and frequently encountered topics in Qur'anic verses and Prophetic
traditions (hadiths) is the study of morphological derivatives (mushtaqqat sarfiyah). Specifically,
the active participle (ism al-fail), intensive form (sighat al-mubalaghah), and permanently-linked
adjective (sifat mushabbahah) hold a distinguished position due to their conceptual proximity and
high frequency in Qur'anic verses and Prophetic traditions (hadiths). This descriptive-analytical study
aimsto elucidate the semantic distinctions among these three derivative forms, which are traditionally
characterized in classical Arabic literary sources by the concepts of occurrence (huddth) and
permanence (thubt).

Conventionally,ism al-fa'il denotes huduth (temporality or occurrence), while sifat mushabbahah
is understood to signify thubt (permanence) and dawam (continuity or endurance). However, closer
analysis reveals that some sifat mushabbahah do not inherently imply endurance, and conversely,
certain ism al-fafil and sighat al-mubalaghah forms express permanence rather than transience.
This semantic subtlety is crucial for the accurate comprehension and translation of religious texts,
as misinterpretations can lead to unacceptable conclusions. The study thus first defines the three
derivatives, then examines their distinctions through empirical evidence from classical Arabic
grammarians' works. This study explains the differences between hudith (occurrence), thubit
(permanence), and dawam (continuity). Key findings demonstrate that: Sifat al-mushabbahah implies
thubat but not necessarily dawam (continuity); Certain ism al-fa‘il and sighat al-mubalaghah forms
expressthubut rather than huduth; The mostimportantindicator for diagnosis is attention to meaning.

Keywords: Active Participle (Ism al-F&fil), Permanently-Linked Adjective (Sifat Mushabbahah),
Intensive Form (Sighat al-Mubalaghah), Occurrence (Hudath), Permanence (Thubdit), Intransitive
Verb (Fi'lLazim).
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