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A Critique of the Definition of ‘Verb’Based on the Narration of Imam‘Ali
ibn Abi Talib (PBUH)

Abdolmaijid Alimohammadi'®
Mohammad Shamsoozan?

& Abstract

For a long time, most scholars of Arabic literature have distinguished the verb from other parts
of speech—namely, the particle and the noun—based on two criteria: independent meaning and
association with the three tenses. However, further investigation reveals evidence to the contrary.
Among these pieces of evidence is the verb's dependence on additions such as the feminine marker
(t& al-ta’nith), the subject (fa'l), the object (mafal), imperfect verb prefixes (huraf al-mudara‘ah),
and attached pronouns, and so forth. This not only makes the verb a composite element but also
demonstrates that when conceiving verbs, there's no need to imagine another word. Furthermore,
some particles and nouns are indeed associated with tense, and conversely, a verb's action sometimes

occurswithout theslightest passage of time, asin "4l 245" (God understood) or "4 &a" (Time passed).

It is established that the essence of time or abstract entities are not limited by temporal
constraints, and this significant argument cannot be considered an anomaly. Moreover, Imam Ali
(PBUH), as the founder of Arabic grammar, did not refer to temporality or independent meaning
in his definition of the verb. Instead, he defined the verb as " _zz 4| 4_§,>u_;t_~|u (thatwhich informs of
the movement of the named entity), a definition that doesn't correspond with those provided by
traditional grammarians. This article aims to present a correct definition of the verb and to critique
the evidence and foundations of grammar concerning the verb's association with and dependence
on tense. Utilizing a descriptive-analytical method and collecting information through library
research, this article seeks to substantiate the best definition of the verb, namely, that provided by
Imam Ali (PBUH).

Keywords: Arabic Grammarians (al-Nuhat), Verb, Independent and Dependent Meaning,
Association with Tense, Imam Ali (PBUH).
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