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Abstract

In accordance with the policies enshrined in Chapter Ten of the Constitution, the Islamic
Republic of Iran is committed to supporting the legitimate struggles of the oppressed
against global oppressors wherever they may be. At the same time, the Constitution
mandates the defense of the rights of all Muslims. In pursuit of these objectives, Iran has
undertaken a range of political, cultural, and military initiatives - such as the establishment
of the Quds Force, the deployment of cultural attachés, the designation of Islamic Unity
Week, the annual “Disavowal of Polytheists” (Bara'a) ritual during Hajj, and the support
or creation of political-military groups including Hezbollah (Lebanon), Hamas
(Palestine), the Popular Mobilization Forces (Iraq), and Ansarullah (Yemen). This study
draws on Article 110 of the Constitution, which assigns the Leader a central role in
strategic national decision-making, to examine the Fighi foundations of Article 152
through the lens of Ayatollah Khamenei’s thought - particularly in relation to support for
the Resistance Axis. Using a descriptive-analytical methodology grounded in
documentary and library research, the article first traces the historical and ideological
evolution of the Resistance Axis. It then explores the jurisprudential and theological
underpinnings of Ayatollah Khamenei’s position, with specific reference to Quranic
verses and Hadith sources that emphasize justice, resistance, and the defense of the
oppressed. The findings lead to two main conclusions: first, sectarian differences do not
present a valid batrier to supporting the Resistance Axis; and second, based on Ayatollah
Khamenei’s jurisprudential reasoning - and in alignment with the legal and ideological
commitments of Article 152 - the Islamic Republic of Iran is both religiously and
constitutionally obligated to maintain a peace-oriented posture while simultaneously
defending Muslim rights and supporting the broader Resistance movement.
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Extended Absrtact Introduction
1. Introduction
With the collapse of the Ottoman Empire and the establishment of puppet states under
British and French influence, European powers took the opportunity to expand their
indirect control. Through the 1917 Balfour Declaration, they facilitated Jewish settlement
in Palestine, laying the groundwork for the creation of Israel, a regime founded on gradual
occupation. With the dominance of Eastern communism and Western capitalism,
alternative political discourses appeared to be sidelined. However, a series of
developments in Iran culminated in the Islamic Revolution, eventually leading to the
establishment of the Islamic Republic after neatly two decades. The revolution, under
Imam Khomeini’s leadership, birthed a new discourse beyond the Eastern and Western
blocs, inspiring anti-Isracl movements in Lebanon and Syria under figures like Sayyid
Musa al-Sadr, and in Iraq under Ayatollah Sayyid Muhammad Bagqir al-Sadr. These
movements led to the formation of groups such as Hezbollah, the Badr Organization,
and al-Da'wa Party. Coupled with the Iran-Iraq war, these developments gave rise to a
regional axis centered around Iran—including L.ebanon, Syria, Iraq, and movements like
Hezbollah, Hamas, Islamic Jihad, and Yemen's Ansarullah.
Guided by Iran, this "Resistance Axis" emerged as a counter-hegemonic discourse in the
Middle East, symbolized by slogans like “Neither East nor West,” support for Palestine,
the “Second Phase of the Revolution” manifesto, and Ayatollah Khamenei’s letter to
Western youth. Especially after the Soviet collapse, this axis challenged U.S. hegemony,
with U.S. government documents recognizing Iran as a serious threat to its regional
dominance. The perceived threat stems from the structured ideology, political-military
alliances, and technological capabilities of the Resistance Axis. Given the religious nature
of regional politics, public diplomacy has significantly reinforced this discourse - though
some have criticized its trans-sectarian nature and Shia cooperation with non-Shiites.
2. Methodology
This article adopts an analytical-descriptive approach grounded in library-based sources.
It begins by tracing the historical and political emergence of the Resistance Axis, from
the Ottoman collapse through the Islamic Revolution and the Arab Spring. Drawing on
historical texts, scholatly articles, and political documents, the study examines the
composition of this axis—emphasizing that religious differences have not undermined
its unity.
The second phase analyzes Ayatollah Khamenei’s thought on resistance, using his official
speeches and jurisprudential teachings to identify key themes such as anti-domination,
Islamic unity, and defense of the oppressed.
The third phase explores Quranic and hadith-based justifications for supporting
resistance, referencing verses like Qur'an 4:75 and 8:60 and narrations from the Imams.
Utilizing Shia jurisprudential sources and commentaries, the study presents support for

the resistance as religiously legitimate and inclusive, regardless of sectarian affiliation.

The data are drawn from jurisprudential, exegetical, historical, and political sources,
including the Iranian Constitution and international reports, and are analyzed using
logical and inferential reasoning.

3. Results and Discussion

The key findings of the study include:

First: A structured profile of the Resistance Axis shows it includes Iran, Lebanon, Syria,
Iraq, Yemen, and groups such as Hezbollah, Hamas, and Ansarullah. This axis is defined
not by sectarianism but by its opposition to U.S. and Israeli hegemony. Though



predominantly Shia, its primary goal is the liberation of Palestine and rejection of
domination, transcending sectarian divisions.

Second: Ayatollah Khamenei views resistance as a universal right. Regardless of sect, he
emphasizes defending the oppressed and resisting tyranny. Citing Qur'an 4:75 and
hadiths, he sees support for the resistance as a collective religious obligation. His strategic
principles include unity among believers, compassion toward fellow Muslims, and
firmness against enemies.

Third: A jurisprudential examination of Article 152 of the Constitution shows that
supporting Muslim rights and rejecting domination is both a legal and religious duty of
the Iranian state. This duty does not conflict with peaceful diplomacy but is contingent
on national interest as determined by the Supreme Leader.

Fourth: Common ctriticisms—such as the idea of a "Shia Crescent" or the perceived
impropriety of Shia cooperation with non-Shia—are refuted. The Resistance Axis is
inherently trans-sectarian. Thus, Iran’s support is consistent with Quranic (e.g., 8:60) and
hadith sources (e.g., Nahj al-Balaghah) and devoid of sectarian bias.

Ultimately, the study establishes that the call for resistance, in the view of Ayatollah
Khamenei, is rooted in the Prophetic tradition and Islamic jurisprudence. Iran's support
for the Resistance Axis is not only a legal and religious duty but also a strategic imperative
that contributes to lasting regional peace.

4. Conclusion

This research, grounded in Ayatollah Khamenei’s Fighi thought and Article 152 of the
Constitution, reaches the following conclusions:

1. The assumption of a “Shia Crescent” or criticism of Shia support for non-Shia
resistance groups lacks theological legitimacy; therefore, any claims based on these
assumptions are invalid.

2. Even if one were to accept such premises, Ayatollah Khamenei’s framework
legitimizes Iran’s actions through clear Qur'anic and hadith-based reasoning. The notion
that resistance to tyranny equates to opposition to Ahl al-Bayt is unfounded and
contradicts explicit Islamic commands.

3. According to his religious worldview, supporting resistance is a Qur'anic duty aligned
with the teachings of the Prophet. For him, sectarian identity holds no priority when
defending the oppressed. A tyrant who is Shia does not deserve support due to sectarian
ties, nor should a non-Shia oppressed be denied support for religious reasons.

4. Support for the Resistance Axis aligns with the first part of Article 152 (rejecting
domination) and does not contradict the latter part (peaceful relations with non-hostile
states). These two aspects can be harmonized based on national interest, as assessed by
the Leader. In this regard, the establishment of the Strategic Council on Foreign Relations
by the Leader reflects this evaluative role.
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