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Islamic thinkers have debated whether the concept of wisdom encompasses
both "knowledge" and "action." Ibn Taymiyya has critiqued ‘Amiri
Nishapuri's perspective, arguing that the relationship between rational
knowledge and religion does not follow a specific rule, and that rationalists,
including ‘Amiri, attempt to attribute their views to divine laws. He also
considers the conceptual framework of philosophers like ‘Amiri regarding
"wisdom" to originate outside Islam. In evaluating these criticisms, it should
be noted that, firstly, Ibn Taymiyya approaches the views of thinkers narrowly
and unfairly, and secondly, ‘Amiri's role is not merely to transfer Greek
philosophical concepts into the Islamic context; rather, he integrates
philosophical concepts with religion. Moreover, ‘Amiri frequently
emphasizes action as a central principle in knowledge, deeming practical
application essential for knowledge. He views knowledge as the source of
action and action as the culmination of knowledge, or even considers action
as the perfection of knowledge.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Wisdom, a central concept in the history of Islamic thought, has consistently encompassed two fundamental
elements: knowledge and action. However, the precise relationship and interaction between these two
elements have always been a subject of debate and dispute among Muslim thinkers. These disputes,
particularly concerning the accurate and comprehensive definition of wisdom and the determination of the
place of action within it, have given rise to a wide spectrum of views and approaches among Muslim
intellectuals. Some thinkers, focusing on the theoretical and abstract aspect of wisdom, have introduced it
as the highest form of knowledge and the ultimate purpose of human existence. Conversely, another group
has considered action as the primary pillar and true essence of wisdom, regarding knowledge without action
as incomplete, futile, and even misleading. This historical tension between the theoretical and practical
approaches to understanding wisdom has provided a platform for the formation of numerous intellectual
debates and challenges in the history of Islamic thought. In this context, examining the views of prominent
and influential figures, including Ibn Taymiyyah and Abulhasan ‘Amiri, can be instructive in better
understanding these challenges and the various dimensions of the concept of wisdom in Islamic thought.

Discussion

Ibn Taymiyyah, a prominent Muslim thinker, criticizing the view of Abulhasan ‘Amiri, a fourth-century
philosopher, on the concept of wisdom, believes that wisdom is not merely theoretical and abstract
knowledge but necessarily encompasses both knowledge and action. Rejecting Islamic philosophy and
mysticism in general, Ibn Taymiyyah considers the conceptual system of philosophers, especially ‘Amiri,
regarding wisdom, as lacking Islamic roots and authenticity, introducing it as foreign to religious concepts
and teachings. In contrast, ‘Amiri and other rationalist thinkers in the Islamic world attempt to establish a
firm connection between wisdom and religion by attributing their views and opinions to divine laws.
‘Amiri, claiming that previous philosophers acquired wisdom from divine prophets, seeks to prove the
divine and revealed origins of wisdom. For example, he believes that Pythagoras learned wisdom from
Lugman al-Hakim. However, Ibn Taymiyyah rejects this claim, arguing that the wisdom intended by
philosophers is merely theoretical knowledge derived from ancient Greek philosophy and has no relation
to the wisdom intended by Islam. He emphasizes that philosophical concepts are fundamentally different
from the concepts used in the Quran and Sunnah. In evaluating Ibn Taymiyyah's criticisms, it becomes clear
that he adopts a narrow-minded and selective approach to the views and thoughts of other Islamic
intellectual groups, especially philosophers and mystics, and does not examine their opinions fairly and
impartially. For example, he reduces philosophy and mysticism to analogy and dreams and imagination,
considering them examples of atheism and disbelief. While ‘Amiri does not merely engage in the passive
and imitative transmission of Greek philosophical concepts into the Islamic sphere, but rather, by presenting
these concepts to religion and revealed teachings, seeks to evaluate, adapt, and align them with Islamic
principles and foundations. Furthermore, ‘Amiri, on numerous occasions, raises action as a central and
fundamental principle in the reality of knowledge, challenging the view of a group of philosophers who
confine the ultimate goal of knowledge solely to knowing and removing ignorance, considering practical
necessity essential and indispensable for knowledge. He considers knowledge the origin and source of
action, and action the final stage and outcome of knowledge, and even in some cases, introduces action as
the entirety and perfection of knowledge, which clearly shows that, in his view, true and authentic
knowledge only finds meaning and reality in the shadow of action and its practical realization.

Conclusion

The historical and intellectual debate between Ibn Taymiyyah and Abulhasan ‘Amiri on the concept and
nature of wisdom reflects the fundamental challenges and tensions in Islamic thought regarding the
relationship between belief and practice. While Ibn Taymiyyah, with a limited and reductionist approach,
confines wisdom solely to its pragmatic meaning, completely negating and rejecting philosophy and
mysticism, ‘Amiri tries to establish a firm and inseparable connection between belief and practice by
presenting a comprehensive and inclusive definition of wisdom, explaining and formulating wisdom within
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the framework of Islamic principles and teachings. A more detailed examination and analysis of the views
and thoughts of Islamic prominent thinkers and sacred texts clearly show that wisdom in Islamic thought is
a dynamic, complex, and multifaceted concept that encompasses both theoretical and practical dimensions,
and any attempt to separate and isolate these two dimensions from each other will necessarily lead to the
reduction and distortion of this rich and fruitful concept.
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