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One of the main problems in the field of conventional cognitions is their lack
of productive connection with real (haqiqi) perceptions, as proposed by
‘Allamah Tabataba'1. Based on this view, the logical derivation of real
propositions from conventional ones—and vice versa—is denied. The main
rationale lies in the mutability of conventional cognitions, the stability of real
perceptions, and the absence of an ontological (nafs al-’amri) connection
between subject and predicate in conventional judgments. According to the
present study’s analysis, from the perspective of formal logic, inference in
certain cases involving both types of cognitions is unproblematic. The lack of
an ontological basis does not eliminate logical relations either among
conventional propositions themselves or between them and real ones.
Moreover, although the materials of arguments in conventional cognitions are
not certain, the use of certain premises becomes feasible if stable conventions
are assumed. Also, if both the major premise and the conclusion are
conventional, their changeable nature poses no problem so long as the
convention in the major premise remains.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

One of the fundamental issues addressed in the epistemological system of ‘Allamah Tabataba’i is the
distinction between conventional (i‘tibari) and real (haqiqi) cognitions, and the emphasis on the absence of
a productive (tarkibi) relationship between them. According to this view, conventional cognitions, which
arise from the necessities of social life and are governed by individual and collective human purposes, are
changeable, contractual, and lack any essential correspondence with reality. Therefore, they cannot enter
into a logical-productive relationship with real cognitions, which are still, necessary, and reality-oriented.
From ‘Allamah's and Shahid Motahhari’s writings, it can be inferred that the term “productive relationship”
refers to a logical connection between these two types of cognitions — namely, that a syllogism composed
of real premises cannot lead to a conventional conclusion, nor can one composed of conventional premises
lead to a real conclusion. More explicitly, it is claimed that logical inference is impossible when one or both
premises are conventional and the conclusion is real or vice versa.

If this theory is accepted in its entirety, many of the commonly used arguments in Islamic jurisprudence
(usul al-figh), theology (kalam), ethics, and even law will face fundamental challenges. The present article
seeks to clarify the possibility of logical reasoning involving both conventional and real propositions. To
do so, it approaches the matter from two angles: first, the possibility of formal syllogistic structure when
involving conventional propositions, and second, whether mixing demonstrative, certain, and conventional
materials can result in a valid conclusion. This study thus offers a novel contribution to the question of the
logical relationship between real and conventional propositions and can serve as a comprehensive critique
of ‘Allamah Tabataba’i’s view on the matter.

Discussion

As explained, the investigation proceeds along two main axes: first from the standpoint of formal logic, and
second from the standpoint of material logic. In the first axis, the article examines seven possible
configurations of premises and conclusions — whether conventional or real — and evaluates the validity
of formal inference in each.

The results show that in some cases, such as when both the major premise and the conclusion are
conventional, or when the minor premise is real and the major premise and conclusion are conventional,
there is no problem in terms of formal logic. This is because formal logic is concerned with the structural
validity of inference, not the truth or correspondence of the propositions with reality. Therefore, even if the
materials of the syllogism are conventional, as long as the logical form is preserved, a valid inference can
be made — although the conclusion holds only within the framework of convention, not objective reality.
In other words, formal logic is only tasked with deducing what proposition logically follows from two
premises, without any regard to the truth or falsity of those premises. From this perspective, formal logic
functions much like mathematics. This point is confirmed by the fact that logicians recognize syllogisms
even in poetry, rhetoric, and dialectics, whose premises often lack certainty and are based on commonly
held beliefs or imaginations rather than correspondence with reality.

In the second axis, from the perspective of material logic, the question is whether it is possible to derive
demonstrative or certain conclusions from conventional premises. ‘Allamah Tabataba’i generally denies
the possibility of demonstrative reasoning (burhan) in conventional domains, arguing that such propositions
lack three essential qualities: universality, necessity, and essentiality. According to him, conventions are
grounded in the aims and interests of the subject, and as those aims change, the conventions also change.
However, a close analysis of his view shows that if some stable conventional propositions can be identified,
then demonstrative reasoning in those cases is unproblematic. In fact, if we accept that certain religious
conventions, especially those legislated by the Divine Lawgiver (Shari), are derived from real interests and
harms and thus possess stability, as ‘Allamah himself seems to affirm, then his argument does not apply to
all such cases. Moreover, ‘Allamah himself divides conventions into categories, including general and
relatively fixed ones such as the convention of following knowledge, or the convention of social order.
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Therefore, his argument cannot be considered a comprehensive denial of all logical movement within the
realm of conventional propositions.

Additionally, the article shows that the problem of mutability does not apply in the scenario where both the
major premise and the conclusion are conventional, since any change in the major premise would naturally
entail a change in the conclusion, thereby preserving internal consistency within the syllogism.

Conclusion

Based on the analysis conducted, the absolute negation of a productive relationship between conventional
and real cognitions in logical inference is not justified. From the perspective of formal logic, in certain
configurations — such as when both the major premise and the conclusion are conventional, or when the
minor premise is conventional and the major is real — structurally valid inference is possible. From the
standpoint of material logic, if certain conventional propositions possess relative stability or are grounded
in real-world benefits and harms, then employing them in syllogistic reasoning is permissible. Thus, the
mere presence of a conventional proposition among the premises does not invalidate the logical inference.
‘Allamah’s position, in this light, requires a more nuanced and context-sensitive interpretation.
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