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Revised:2024-12-27 many-such as envy-extend into society, polluting it and
Accepted: 2025-01-01 disrupting the system of human relations, thereby impeding
Online First: 2025-06-02 the development of civilization. This study, using a theological

approach and inferential, question-based analysis of Qur’anic
Keywords verses, explores the mechanisms by which the anti-ethical
Baghy, element of envy expands socially and undermines
Envy, civilizational order. In the Qur’an, envy-referred to as baghy-is
Civilizational Vice, identified as the root of aristocratic resistance to prophets, the
Human Relations, rejection of divine laws, and the substitution of human
Social Order. legislation for divine ordinance. This shift results in

anthropocentrism over theocentrism, the elevation of reason
and experience over revelation, and the degradation of human
morality and dignity on a global scale. The formation of

Type of Article: civilization is threatened both externally and internally by

Research envy: externally, through the envy of disbelievers toward
Muslims, leading to efforts to exploit and turn them away
from their faith; and internally, through the envy of believers
toward each other, which breeds resentment, hatred,
selfishness, and division among human groups, thereby
weakening social unity and civilizational order. These effects
are especially detrimental when elites of a society are afflicted
by this moral vice.
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Introduction

Civilization represents the highest order of human relational systems among diverse social groups.
A civilization grounded in the human fitrah (primordial disposition) aims at self-mastery and
moral refinement-unlike civilizations built upon instinct and material domination. Such a
civilization requires a society founded on ethical virtues. Inner purity and moral excellence are of
greater importance than merely external legal systems, as only through adherence to ethical
principles can corruption and injustice be prevented.

While taqwa (piety) prepares the human heart for constructive civilizational participation, its
absence gives rise to moral decay, anti-social behavior, and ultimately civilizational regression.
Envy (hasad) is among the most destructive vices, capable of generating deep social rifts and
widespread disunity. When left unchecked, it transcends the personal realm and undermines the
social and civilizational fabric of society.

Methodology

This study employs a theological and inferential approach to examine Qur’anic verses,
particularly in Strat al-Baqgarah, to address the following question: How does a personal and
ethical vice such as envy extend into macro-social and civilizational domains according to the
Qur’an and relevant traditions?

The method of inferential interpretation involves posing external questions to the Qur’anic text-
guestions whose answers are not explicitly embedded within the text's lexical surface. In this
approach, a non-Qur’anic conceptual system is applied to the Qur’an in search of its implied
response.

Findings

Envy is presented in the Qur’an as a disease of the heart that extends into the social domain,
leading to intergenerational discord and disrupting the global order that a just civilization seeks to
establish. Motivated by arrogance and material desire, human beings fall into rivalry and envy-
referred to in the Qur’an as baghy (2:213). Historically, societal elites-scholars, religious
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authorities, and political leaders-have opposed prophets and divine law out of envy and internal
corruption, perpetuating disunity and corruption across generations.

The distortion of religion, substitution of divine laws with man-made ones, and consolidation of
religious and political authority (e.g., by the medieval Church) led to immense violence, such as
the centuries-long Crusades. These movements catalyzed a transformation in Western thought,
ultimately replacing God-centered worldviews with secular humanism (hanthropocentrism).

The Qur’an and Hadith literature identify two forms of envy that threaten civilizational integrity:
1.Envy of disbelievers toward Muslims-aimed at inducing apostasy, obstructing Islamic unity,
and dismantling Islamic civilization. Contemporary expressions of this include promoting
Western cultural hegemony, vilifying Islam as regressive, instigating ethnic and sectarian
divisions, and undermining Islamic brotherhood.

2.Envy among Muslims-resulting in internal division, distrust, and alignment with imperial
powers. This has led to a lack of collective Islamic identity and fragmented responses to shared
challenges. The failure of Islamic nations to collaborate on scientific, cultural, or political fronts
stems largely from this internalized vice.

The study finds that envy, especially among the khassa (elites), constitutes one of the most serious
obstacles to Islamic civilizational development.

Conclusion

Drawing upon Qur’anic verses and prophetic traditions, the study concludes that envy-identified
also as baghy-is a destructive macro-social vice. It is the root of many social and political sins and
has grave consequences at the civilizational level. Historically, envy among elites was the primary
cause of opposition to prophets and divine legislation. Replacing divine law with human
constructs did not bring about salvation but led instead to moral decay, the collapse of social
cohesion, and the global rise of exploitative hierarchies.

The vice of envy presents both internal and external threats to civilizational progress. Internally, it
leads to spiritual corrosion, social fragmentation, and the breakdown of cooperation across
communities. Externally, disbelievers harbor resentment toward Muslim faith and independence,
and they exploit internal envy to sabotage Islamic unity (2:105). Without heightened awareness
and strategic preparedness, envy undermines social solidarity and weakens prospects for a unified
and empowered Muslim ummah.

Ultimately, the civilizational spread of a psychological and moral illness like envy underscores the
urgent need to cultivate spiritually upright individuals. Without confronting and managing such
inner vices in the realm of human relations, a society cannot progress toward spiritual excellence
or achieve the holistic goals of civilizational advancement.

Keywords

Baghy (Aggression), Envy, Civilizational Vice, Human Relational System, Social Order.

Author contributions

ADS: Writing - original draft, Writing - review & editing.

Conflict of interest

The author affirms that this research was conducted without any commercial or financial
affiliations that could be interpreted as a potential conflict of interest.

Y

Nasibeh Rezaei & others



Publisher's note

All claims expressed in this article are solely those of the authors and do not necessarily represent
those of their affiliated organizations, or those of the publisher, the editors, and the reviewers. Any
product that may be evaluated in this article, or claim that may be made by its manufacturer, is not
guaranteed or endorsed by the publisher.

A Civilizational Analysis of Moral Vices, with an Emphasis on Envy and Its Macro-Social Impacts in SUrat al-Baqarah

VOL6

NO2

2025

\AR



Refrences

The Holy Quran. [In Arabic]

Abshenas, ‘E. (2024, August 6). “Why Do Arab States Fall Short in Supporting Palestinians?” https://b2n.ir/j70084
[In Persian]

‘Abd al-Wahhab, A. (1981). Haqiqgat al-Tabshir bayna al-Madi wa al-Hadir. Maktabat Wahbah. [In Arabic]

al-Namlah, ‘A. b. I. (1990). “Orientalism in Service of Evangelism and Judaism.” Journal of Imam Muhammad ibn
Saud University, 2(3), 237-357. [In Arabic]

‘Al J. (1980). al-Mufassal fi Tarikh al- ‘Arab Qabla al-Islam. Maktabat al-Nahdah. [In Arabic]

Azhari, M. b. A. (2000). Tahdhib al-Lughah. Dar Thya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi. [In Arabic]

Andalusi, A. b. M. (1986). al- Iqd al-Farid, ed. ‘Abd al-Majid al-Tarhini. Dar al-Kutub al-‘Tlmiyyah. [In Arabic]

Baba'i, H., & Moradi, F. (2021). “The Formation of ‘Great Good’: A Civilizational Reading of the Verse of the Grain
in the Qur’an.” Foundational Studies of the New Islamic Civilization, 4(1), 347-374.
https://doi.org/10.22070/nic.2021.14502.1100 [In Persian]

Baba’1, H. (2020). Diversity and Civilization in Islamic Thought. Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy. [In Persian]

Baba'i, H. (2025). An Introduction to Civilizational Problem-Solving in the Islamic World. Islamic Sciences and
Culture Academy. [In Persian]

Baba’1, H. (2025). An Introduction to the Civilizational Exegesis of the Qur'an. Qom: Islamic Sciences and Culture
Academy. [In Persian]

Barzegar, K. (2004). “Iran and the New Iraq: Challenges and Opportunities.” Private and Criminal Law Studies, 4(1),
37-56. [In Persian]

Beheshti, A. (2003). “Islam and Humanism.” Islamic Theology, 11(47), 16-45. [In Persian]

Dinawari, I. Q. (1984). al-Imamah wa al-Siyasah. Sharif Radi. [In Arabic]

Fakhr Razi, M. b. ‘U. (1999). Mafarih al-Ghayb. Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi. [In Arabic]

Gilani, ‘A.-R. (2021). Misbah al-Shari ‘ah, attributed to Imam al-Sadiq (a). Mu’assasat al-A ‘lami. [In Arabic]

Hashimi, S. H., et al. (2017). “Man and Sustainable Security in Humanism and Imam Khomeini’s Thought.”
Religious Anthropology, 14(38), 165-186. https://doi.org/10.22034/ra.2018.29952 [In Persian]

Hilli, H. b. Y. (1991). Kashf al-Yagin. Ministry of Culture. [In Arabic]

Husayn, M. (1995). Madkhal ila Tarikh Harakat al-Tansir. Dar ‘Ammar. [In Arabic]

Hunter, S. (2001). The Future of Islam and the West: Clash of Civilizations or Peaceful Coexistence?, trans.Homayiin
Majd. Fortizan Riiz. [In Persian]

Ibn Shahr Ashiib, M. b. ‘A. (1956). Mandqib Al Abt Talib. al-HeydarTyah Press. [In Arabic]

Ibn Shu‘bah Harrani (1984). Tuhaf al- ‘Ugiil, ed. “Ali Akbar Ghiffari. Islamic Publishing Office. [In Arabic]

Ibn Shabbah al-Namir1 al-Basri (1990). Tarikh al-Madinah al-Munawwarah, ed. F. M. Shaltat. Dar al-Fikr. [In
Arabic]

Ibn Manziar, M. b. M. (1993). Lisan al- ‘Arab, ed. Jamal al-Din Mirdamadi. Dar al-Fikr. [In Arabic]

Ibn Hisham, ‘A.-M. (1956). al-Sirah al-Nabawiyyah, eds. Mustafa al-Saqqa et al. Mustafa al-Babi al-Halabi. [In
Arabic]

Javadi Amuli, ‘A. (1993). Shar ‘at dar Ayeneh-ye Ma ‘rifat. Raja Cultural Center. [In Persian]

Javadi Amuli, ‘A. (2002). Tasnim. Esra Foundation. [In Persian]

Khomeini, R. (2001). Shark-e Chehel Hadith. Institute for Compilation of Imam Khomeini's Works. [In Persian]

Kulayni, M. b. Y. (1983). Rawdat al-Kafi, ed. ‘Ali Akbar Ghiffari. Dar al-Kutub al-Islamiyyah. [In Arabic]

Kulayni, M. b. Y. (1987). al-Kaffi, eds. ‘Ali Akbar Ghiffari et al. Dar al-Kutub al-Islamiyyah. [In Arabic]

Majlisi, M. B. (1983). Bihar al-Anwar, ed. 1. Miyanji et al. Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi. [In Arabic]

¥¥

Nasibeh Rezaei & others


https://b2n.ir/j70084
https://www.noormags.ir/view/fa/articlepage/1311177/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%82-%D9%81%DB%8C-%D8%AE%D8%AF%D9%85%D9%87-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%86%D8%B5%DB%8C%D8%B1-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%84%DB%8C%D9%87%D9%88%D8%AF%DB%8C%D9%87
https://www.noormags.ir/view/fa/articlepage/1311177/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%82-%D9%81%DB%8C-%D8%AE%D8%AF%D9%85%D9%87-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%86%D8%B5%DB%8C%D8%B1-%D9%88-%D8%A7%D9%84%DB%8C%D9%87%D9%88%D8%AF%DB%8C%D9%87
https://nic.shahed.ac.ir/article_3556.html
https://nic.shahed.ac.ir/article_3556.html
https://doi.org/10.22070/nic.2021.14502.1100
https://doi.org/10.22070/nic.2021.14502.1100
https://sanad.iau.ir/Journal/jlap/Article/799732
https://sanad.iau.ir/Journal/jlap/Article/799732
https://raj.smc.ac.ir/article_29952.html
https://raj.smc.ac.ir/article_29952.html
https://doi.org/10.22034/ra.2018.29952

A Civilizational Analysis of Moral Vices, with an Emphasis on Envy and Its Macro-Social Impacts in SUrat al-Baqarah

VOL6

NO2

2025

Mishkini Ardabili, ‘A. (2003). Takrir al-Mawa ‘iz al- ‘Adadiyyah, ed. ‘A. Ahmadi Miyanji. al-Hadi. [In Persian]

Mufid, M. b. M. (1992). al-Amali, eds. H. Ostadwali & ‘Ali Akbar Ghiffari. Shaykh Mufid Congress. [In Arabic]

Makaram Shirazi, N., et al. (1995). Tafsir-e Namineh. Dar al-Kutub al-Islamiyyah. [In Persian]

Mansiri, K. (2024, August 11). “Envy and Its Roots from the Qur’anic Perspective.” https://b2n.ir/m72595 [In
Persian]

Maccoby, H. (1991). Paul and the Invention of Christianity, trans. Samirah ‘Azmi al-Zayn. International Institute for
Human Studies. [In Arabic]

Naraqi, A. b. M. M. (1999). Mi raj al-Sa ‘adah. Hijrat. [In Persian]

Neknam ‘Arabshahi, M. (2016). Accurate History of Islam. Arman-e Nasl-e Now. [In Persian]

Qara’ati, M. (2004). Tafsir-e Nur. Dars-ha-ye Qur’an. [In Persian]Qurashi Banabi, ‘A.-A. (1991). Qamis al-Qur’an.
Tehran: Dar al-Kutub al-Islamiyyah. [In Arabic]

Qanbari, A. (2004). “The Role of Elites and Masses in the Islamic Revolution.” Husiin, 1(2), 66-109. [In Persian]

Qayyumi al-Miqri, A. b. M. (1997). al-Misbah al-Munir, ed. Y. Shaykh Muhammad. Maktabat al-Asriyyah. [In
Arabic]

Shalabi, ‘A.-W. (1988). al-Zakf'ila Makkah. Zahra for Arab Media. [In Arabic]

Sadr, S. R. (1999). Envy, ed. S. B. Khosrowshahi. Bustan-¢ Kitab. [In Persian]

Sadiig, M. b. “A. (1983). Khisal. Jame eh-ye Modarresin. [In Arabic]

Sadiig, M. b. “A. (1983). ‘Uyiin Akhbar al-Rida. Mu’ assasat al-A ‘lami. [In Arabic]

Sadiig, M. b. ‘A. (n.d.). Ma ‘ani al-Akhbar, ed. ‘Ali Akbar Ghiffari. Dar al-Nashr. [In Arabic]

Testa, G., & Jean, J. (2000). History of the Inquisition, trans. Gholam-Reza Afshari. Jime ‘eh-ye Iraniyan. [In Persian]

TustarT, M.-T. (1990). Qamiis al-Rijal. Jame'eh-ye Modarresin. [In Arabic]

Taskhiri, M.-“A. (2004). “The West and the Islamic Awakening.” Islamic Revolution Thought, 4(10), 5-32. [In
Persian]

Tamimi Amadi, ‘A.-W. (1990). Ghurar al-Hikam wa Durar al-Kalim. Dar al-Kitab al-Islami. [In Arabic]

Tamimi, ‘A., & al-Ahmar, J. (2024, August 5). Shabakat al-Hiwar: Barnamaj Muraja ‘at. [In Arabic]

Thaqafi Kiff, I. b. M. (2016). al-Gharat. Anjoman Athar-e Melli. [In Arabic]

Tabataba’i, S. M. H. (2011). Usul-e Falsafah wa Ravesh-e Realism. Sadra. [In Persian]

Tabataba’i, S. M. H. (1996). al-Mizan fi Tafsir al-Qur an. Dar al-Islami. [In Arabic]

TabarsT, A. M. A. b. ‘A. (1995). al-lAtijaj, eds. Shaykh Ibrahim Bahadari & M. Hadi. Dar al-Uswah. [In Arabic]

Tabarsi, F. b. H. (1993). Majma * al-Bayan. Nasir Khosrow. [In Arabic]

TabarT, M. b. J. (1879). Tarikh al-Umam wa al-Mulik. Brill. [In Arabic]

Turayhi, F. al-D. b. M. (1996). Majma ‘ al-Bakhrayn, ed. A. H. Ashkiiri. Mortezavi. [In Arabic]

Tasi, M. b. al-H. (1993). al-Amalr, ed. Mu’assasat al-Ba‘thah. Dar al-Thaqgafah. [In Arabic]

Tasti, M. b. al-H. (n.d.). al-Tibyan fi Tafsir al-Qur’an. Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi. [In Arabic]

Yo


https://b2n.ir/m72595
https://ensani.ir/fa/article/193098/%D8%BA%D8%B1%D8%A8-%D9%88-%D8%AE%DB%8C%D8%B2%D8%B4-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D9%86%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87%DB%8C-%D9%88%DB%8C%DA%98%D9%87-%D8%A8%D9%87-%DA%A9%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%A8-%D8%A2%DB%8C%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85-%D9%88-%D8%BA%D8%B1%D8%A8-%D8%B4%DB%8C%D8%B1%DB%8C%D9%86-%D9%87%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%AA%D8%B1-
https://ensani.ir/fa/article/193098/%D8%BA%D8%B1%D8%A8-%D9%88-%D8%AE%DB%8C%D8%B2%D8%B4-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D9%86%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87%DB%8C-%D9%88%DB%8C%DA%98%D9%87-%D8%A8%D9%87-%DA%A9%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%A8-%D8%A2%DB%8C%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85-%D9%88-%D8%BA%D8%B1%D8%A8-%D8%B4%DB%8C%D8%B1%DB%8C%D9%86-%D9%87%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%AA%D8%B1-

How to cite:

Rezaei, Nasibeh., Raza Bahabadi, Bibi Sadat., Babaei, Habibullah. (2025). An Analysis of Civilizational
Vices: Focusing on Envy and Its Macro-Social Consequences in Strat al-Baqarah. Quran, Culture And
Civilization , 6 (2), 25-46. http/ /doi.org/10.22034 /jks1.2025.477845.1392

Y5

Nasibeh Rezaei & others



