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Abstract

Plato is one of the great philosophers whose valuable ideas span all
major domains of metaphysics, social and political philosophy,
education, and culture. The significance of Plato’s views in the realm
of philosophy is so pervasive that there has never been a period
untouched by some form of Platonism. This philosopher was deeply
concerned with education and social matters, and his views on
family and women have attracted the most criticism. His theory of
the abolition of private property and the communal sharing of
family life is often regarded as one of his major errors. Even
Marxists_who, in principle, should be sympathetic to such an
orientation_while acknowledging the idea, consider it insufficient
and unstable, because Plato did not believe in the economic base as
the foundation of thought and social transformation. This article
attempts to first clarify the scope and domain of this discussion in
Plato’s thought: does it concern the general populace or only the
ruling class? Second, it examines whether Plato seriously endorsed
these views or whether he himself had doubts about them. Thitd, it
assesses to what extent some of the criticisms from later and
contemporary philosophers are valid. Commentators on Plato have
held diverse opinions on this matter. This article presents a content-
based classification of their views and demonstrates that Plato does
not hold a definitive stance on this issue. Moreover, it is shown that
the scope of economic and familial communism in his philosophy
is limited only to the guardian and military classes, not the general
public. Nevertheless, even within this limited framework, these
views are not acceptable to the author and many interpreters and are
subject to setrious criticism.
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Extended Abstract

This article aims to explore the following:

1. Cultural and social background: It examines the cultural and social context of Plato’s proposals within
the traditions of ancient Greece, demonstrating how his view on the development of women's capacities
was ahead of his time.

2. Communality limited to ruling classes: The idea of sharing women was not intended as a general
principle for all social classes but specifically applied to the guardian and warrior classes. Plato,
prioritizing the happiness of the community and the full dedication of these classes to public life,
intended to eliminate private concerns from their minds. Therefore, contrary to the criticism of some
interpreters, the communality of women in Plato's model does not extend to the general populace.

3. Plato’s tentative stance: Plato himself did not present this proposal as a definitive view, and he
explicitly acknowledged its experimental nature. Thus, this theory should not be placed on the same
level as foundational concepts such as the Theory of Forms, the theory of justice, or the rule of
philosopher-kings.

4. Critical reception: Even when limited to the ruling class, the theory of communal women has been
criticized from various angles. This article reviews these critiques in seven thematic categories. While
some criticisms are deemed unconvincing by the author, others are seen as valid. For example, the
critique of "destructive unity" is considered precise and persuasive. However, the claim that the proposal
is practically unfeasible is dismissed; the author agrees with Plato that the theory is implementable, but
not beneficial. Critiques pointing to the potential harms to social cohesion, human nature, social
responsibility, and women's roles are considered substantial. On the other hand, interpretations by
certain commentators—such as Daniel Lynn—who have sought to justify Plato’s theory through the
lens of gender homogenization (i.e., the unification of masculine and feminine traits), have themselves
been subject to critical scrutiny.

5. Gender equality in governance: A strong and enduring element in Plato’s thought is his justification
for including women in positions of political power, especially among rulers. His belief in the near-equal
intellectual and moral potential of women and men is a remarkable aspect of his philosophy and places
him far ahead of his historical context. Indeed, this particular aspect of Plato’s view - namely, the equality
of men and women in assuming social and political responsibilities- is expressed firmly and without
hesitation in both the Republic and the Laws. This is in stark contrast to his theory of the communal
sharing of families, which Plato himself considered doubtful in philosophical soundness. He explicitly
states his uncertainty on the matter and warns that such hesitation may lead to confusion or

misguidance.
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By contrast, in regard to the equality of men and women in professional and civic duties, Plato is
remarkably clear. In Republic 455, he declares that there is no profession in society which is exclusive
to either men or women. The capacity for engaging in various crafts and professions exists equally in
both sexes, and in this respect, there is no difference between them.

6. Family structure in the general class: Contrary to some assumptions, Plato was not advocating for the
abolition of the family across society. In works such as the Laws, he provides detailed prescriptions
regarding courtship, marriage ceremonies, housing, and more - indicating that his theory of communal
families was strictly intended for the ruling class. This class, being a minority, was expected to focus

entirely on the well-being of the society at large.
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