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Detailed Abstract

Research Objective: The objective of this study is to examine the structural cohesion of
Surah Baqarah (Qur’an 2) based on the theory of symmetrical order as advocated by a
contemporary Qur’anic scholar, Nevin Reda. This theory, which analyzes the coherence
and coordination of the Quranic text by relying on both linear and circular structures, aims
to provide evidence against the claims of certain Western Orientalists who argue that the
Qur’an possesses a fragmented and incoherent content. The present research endeavors
to achieve a deeper understanding of cohesion in Surah Bagarah through structural and
linguistic analyses, while also addressing the criticisms raised against this theory.

Research Methodology: This study employs a descriptive-analytical approach to inves-
tigate Reda’s modern theory and its application to the content of Surah Bagarah (Qur’an
2). In this regard, two primary structures—namely, the linear (verbal) and the circular
(thematic)—are examined. The analysis is based on the repetition of keywords and con-
cepts, thematic coherence, and patterns of symmetry within the verses of the Surah.

Research Findings: Linear Cohesion: Reda emphasizes that the repetition of key terms
such as “guidance” in various sections of the Surah contributes to its overall coherence
and content organization. These repetitions function as a framework that delineates the
boundaries of different segments. Reda clearly demonstrates that these key terms not
only interconnect specific parts of the Surah but also shape central concepts such as
divine guidance and its role in human life. This repetition, as a rhetorical and semantic
tool, helps the audience understand the deeper meaning of the verses. Circular Cohesion:
The circular structure is based on thematic symmetry and the repetition of concepts in
inverse sequences. This structure is evident throughout Surah Baqarah (Qur’an 2) and
reaches its apex in sections such as Ayat al-Kursi (Qur’an 2:255). The circular configura-
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tion not only enhances the Surah’s content cohesion but also strengthens its impact on
the audience. As illustrated in Reda’s analyses, this form of thematic symmetry often
indicates a connection between the beginning and the end of a particular segment,
thereby contributing to a unified semantic whole. In Ayat al-Kursi (Qur’an 2:255),
this circular pattern is employed in a manner that accentuates themes such as divine
omnipotence and God’s oversight of the universe, thus reinforcing the centrality of
God throughout the Surah. This form of cohesion aids in consolidating Surah’s core
messages and provides the audience with a more profound experience of the interre-
latedness of the verses. Thematic Division: The Surah (Qur’an 2) is divided into three
primary sections: 1. An introduction and the categorization of humanity. 2. The histo-
ry of Bani Israel. 3. The laws and trials of the Muslim community. These sections are
further subdivided into smaller segments, each characterized by specific verbal and
thematic repetitions. The thematic division of the Surah is such that each section plays
a distinct role in advancing the key concepts. The introduction of the Surah, by exam-
ining various groups of humanity, lays the groundwork for a better understanding of
subsequent narratives and their connection to divine guidance. The second section, by
addressing the history of Bani Israel, not only highlights the significance of this com-
munity in the context of divine guidance but also provides paradigms for the Muslim
Ummabh. In the third section, regulations for the emerging Islamic community are
presented with the aim of fortifying faith and adherence to religious principles. Each
of these sections, through its thematic and rhetorical repetitions, contributes to the
overall semantic unity of the Surah. Patterns of Symmetry: The theory of symmetrical
order utilizes three structural patterns—parallelism, circular, and inversion—that are
identifiable in Surah Bagarah (Qur’an 2). For example, the verses pertaining to Bani
Israel and the Muslim community indicate the congruence of divine directives across
different historical contexts.

Criticisms: Some criticisms of this theory include the absence of a comprehensive
analysis, the neglect of structural factors such as the differentiation between Meccan
and Medinan verses, and insufficient consideration of the thematic diversity within
the Surah.

Conclusion: The study demonstrates that Surah Bagarah (Qur’an 2) exhibits both co-
herence and coordination through its use of verbal repetitions and circular structures.
Reda’s modern theory, with its emphasis on symmetrical order, significantly contrib-
utes to our understanding of Surah’s structure; however, a more comprehensive analy-
sis—incorporating historical, social, and interpretative factors—is necessary to fully
substantiate the theory. Nonetheless, this approach provides a valuable framework
for countering the critiques of Orientalist scholars and for elucidating the rhetorical
elegance of the Qur’an.

Keywords: Surah Bagarah, Novin Reda, Symmetrical Order, Structural Cohesion,
Inverted Order
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