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Abstract

The resurgence of the Taliban in Afghanistan is one of the significant political
and security developments having some extensive implications for internal
stability and the region's geopolitics. A precise understanding of the factors in-
fluencing this phenomenon can be helpful to analyze the roots of the crisis and
to propose appropriate solutions to prevent its recurrence. This research em-
ploys a descriptive-analytic method and utilizes the VIKOR technique to assess
the level of spatial justice in the provinces of Afghanistan. Additionally, quali-
tative data and field findings are used to analyze the roles of religion, ethnicity,
language, foreign influence, the impact of warlords, and domestic and inter-
national reactions to the Taliban within a systemic framework. The results of
the research indicate that spatial injustice, ethnic disparities, language policies,
foreign support, the weakness of the central government, and the influence of
warlords are among the most significant factors facilitating the Taliban's return
to power. The systemic analysis revealed that these factors are interconnected
in a causal and feedback loop, and the withdrawal of foreign forces created a
power vacuum that the Taliban exploited to gain control over the country. The
systemic model illustrated that the Taliban's resurgence is a multifaceted and
complex process, and without reforms in governance structures and policy-
making, the likelihood of similar crises remains high in the future.
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