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Factors Affecting the Spread of Persian Language in Iraq
From the Rise of the Safavids to the End of the Pahlavi Era
Sajjad Moradi', Mojtaba Garavand?, Seyed Alaeddin Shahrokhi?, Dariush
Nazari*
Abstract
The Persian language has had an intricate relationship with the society
and culture of the Iraqi people since the distant past. These relations have
increasingly affected the cultural and social interactions of the two
societies of Iran and Iraq since the Safavid era, and from this era onwards,
the manifestations of the presence of the Persian language in different
parts of the Iragi territory have become clearer. The issue that the present
study seeks to answer is understanding the factors affecting the spread of
the Persian language in Iraqi society from the rise of the Safavids to the
end of the Pahlavi era. The results of this study, which was conducted
based on a library study and with a descriptive-analytical method,
indicate that since the beginning of the Safavid dynasty and the
officialization of Shiism in lIran, and influenced by that extensive
interaction and the increasing presence of lranians in Iraqgi society, the
Persian language has expanded in this land in various ways and has
spread through its use in the culture, religion, politics, and economy of
this country. At the same time, the large Iranian population, especially
those who had settled in the religious cities of Iraq and whose numbers
continued to increase in the post-Safavid era, were important actors in the
cultural sphere of this country, and this was an important factor in the
growing spread of the Persian language and literature in the land of Iraq.
Keywords: Persian language, Culture, Iraqg, Iran, Safavid.
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