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ceepledbianuary At first glance, the validity and authority of Qur ‘anic zuhirat
appear uncontested. However, given the parallels between the
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foundational principles and evidence concerning this issue and
those pertaining to the validity of khabar al-wahid (solitary re-
ports) in Qur’anic exegesis, it can be argued that the theoretical
framework, evidence, and principles governing the authentici-
ty of khabar al-wahid in interpretation significantly influence
the determination of Qur ‘anic zuhiirat's authority.

For instance, rejecting the “possibility of the shari’ endorse-
ment of intellectual reasoning in the domain of comprehen-
sion” in the context of “the validity of khabar al-wahid in
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interpretation”—while asserting the “impossibility of obligatory adherence in matters
of understanding”—could lead to the negation of “the validity of non-jurisprudential
Qur anic zuhiirat.” This is because the authority of non-jurisprudential zuhiirat relies on
the shari’ approval of intellectual reasoning in interpretation. If this principle is denied in
the case of khabar al-wahid, the possibility of the shari’ endorsement of zuhirat is like-
wise negated. Consequently, not only would the validity of non-jurisprudential zuhirat be
undermined, but the epistemic authority of the Qur’an itself would be severely weakened.
Employing library-based research and a descriptive-analytical methodology, this study
examines the impact of “the foundational principles denying the validity of khabar al-
wahid in interpretation” on the authority of Qur’anic zuhirat. The discussion is struc-
tured in two parts: (1) the restrictive implications of these principles and (2) a proposed
resolution.

The findings indicate, first, that the principles rejecting the authority of khabar al-wahid
in interpretation extend to all forms of valid zunin (presumptions), including non-jur-
isprudential zuhtrat, thereby jeopardizing the Qur’an’s epistemic authority. Second, a
novel solution is presented, grounded in the validity of zunin derived from intellectual

reasoning—such as khabar al-wahid and non-jurisprudential zuhirat.
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