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The Entry on Children’s Literature in Encyclopaedia Iranica and Reflections on It
Sayyed Ali Kashefi Khwansari

Abstract: Encyclopaedia Iranica is a major English-language reference work on Iranian studies, under publication
in the United States for over four decades. The entry on children’s literature, written by Ehsan Yarshater, was
included in Volume V, Fascicle 4 of the Encyclopaedia Iranica and published in 1991.

This article presents the second encyclopedic entry dedicated to Persian children’s literature—following the earlier
entry “Adabiyat-e Atfal va Nuwjavanan” in the Da’rat al-Ma‘arif-e Farsi (edited by Musaheb). Now, more than
thirty years later, Yarshater’s article has been translated into Persian with necessary corrections and annotations.

Keywords: Encyclopaedia Iranica, Ehsan Yarshater, children’s and young adult literature, critique of encyclopedic
writing, translation.
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