B YE S VPP SVl

’bTWﬂ”‘
| ¥Vy_va¥|

¥y

YN | piags &l
Voyles | V5 Ul
VFof iyl 9 029,908

bs 4 Jomeil 5l oddansLid anar 3 oo 5 gS «OWGSly wilsuliS 55 Vat. Pers. 4 4wl b e ool oyl o giten 108

535 Jie 0Lkl )93 55 casens ol 335 a3l ($30e WYY (Gr03 (2en VY JLus & OTC"'L:‘S@)U} JCOUH B | B )

O3 Sl e QS 5l pon a0 ) (Glaaz 3 g 0 ColsS tll 0 dgmms s 45 10 erde s K Jols Ll

S5 o Ol 5 8 n 501 65 ol 5 el 5 5 a5 i 60 by g o 5 A o

Sl 5 S s (ol Mol 3l oxlial b andiscaws el ocanl 395 05 Cogn Lis (gl w)b g w0

238 igmm Ol 53 dyka Oy Kand g Lasdlsy oo latorrs gyl anlllas (gl g il

OGSl 4uliS Vat. Pers. 4 ¢ o ozl (i QLS o)l a5 o Jas asens dlagjly s’

The Oldest Known Persian Translation of the Gospels
Amirhossein Azad

Abstract: The Persian manuscript of the Gospel of Matthew, catalogued as Vat. Pers. 4 at the Vatican Library, is
the oldest known translation of the Gospels into Persian language and script. It was transcribed in 712 AH/1312
CE by Mas'ad b. Ibrahim during the Ilkhanid period, amid the cultural and religious exchanges occurring in Iran.
The translation is based on a Syriac version of the Holy Scriptures. The manuscript comprises 81 folios, written
in a clear naskh script, without decoration, and displays archaic linguistic and orthographic features. These
characteristics reflect the need of Syriac-speaking Christians to access religious texts in Persian for the preservation
of their religious identity. The use of Islamic terminology and its unique literary style make this manuscript a
significant source for studying the history of religious translation, orthography, and the cultural context of the
Mongol era in Iran.

Keywords: manuscript, Persian translation of the Bible, Gospel of Matthew, Vat. Pers. 4, Vatican Library.
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