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Enhancing efficiency is a fundamental objective of any political
system, as it fosters public satisfaction and reinforces political
stability. On the other hand, political stability itself contributes
to maximizing systemic efficiency. Political theorists and
sociologists regard efficiency as a core function of political
systems, while protest movements often signal its decline,
particularly in the context of political stability. In this framework,
efficiency acts as a buffer against escalating political tensions and
challenges.

This study examines the relationship between governmental
efficiency and political stability in Iran during the 1390s
decade (2012-2022). The central research question explores
the correlation between political stability/instability and
governmental efficiency, alongside its impact on public
satisfaction during this period.

The findings reveal that while public satisfaction persisted to
some extent throughout the decade, governmental efficiency,
especially in the economic sector, declined markedly toward the
end of the 1390s. This deterioration reduced public satisfaction
and contributed to episodic political instability in the late 1390s.
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Introduction

One of the most important issues in political science and political sociology is the issue of
efficiency, which is closely linked to the stability of the political system. Efficiency leads
to satisfaction, and satisfaction leads to political stability. On the other hand, increasing
satisfaction leads to increasing political stability. Political thinkers and sociologists
consider increasing efficiency to be the most important function of the political system, and
they consider protest actions as a sign of weakening the efficiency of the political system
in the field of political stability. The Islamic Republic of Iran has faced many challenges
during its more than four decades of existence, from invasions of the country’s territory
to sanctions and economic problems, but in the 1990s, we are faced with the emergence
of a type of political instability that was relatively different from before. However, every
political system is trying to avoid harm and challenges and increase its sustainability by
performing its specific tasks properly and by increasing efficiency and gaining public
satisfaction in line with its goals. Examining the efficiency of the system in achieving
political stability is important because internal dissatisfaction and conflicts and conflicts
such as riots, demonstrations, strikes, deaths due to political violence, etc. endanger the
continuity and survival of the system and make the exercise of governance very difficult
and costly. Given the importance of this issue, the present article examines the efficiency
and political stability of the system. Efficiency in this article refers to a set of government
capabilities in various areas, including the economy, health, education, administrative
system and bureaucracy, transportation and infrastructure, public services, transparency
and rule of law. From the perspective of this article, increasing these capabilities ultimately
leads to increasing public satisfaction as the main element of the durability and stability of
the political system. This study attempts to examine the ability of the Islamic Republic of
Iran to achieve political stability as one of its most important goals by using the mediator
variable of satisfaction. In order to assess the achievement of political stability, the 1990s
are examined due to the differences in protests (repetition in short periods of time, the
presence of weak segments of society in protests, and greater economic demands). This
study answers the question of what relationship political stability and instability have
with its efficiency and satisfaction in the 1990s. It proposes the hypothesis that despite
relative satisfaction during the 1990s, in the late 1990s, with the decline in the efficiency
of the system, especially in the economic sphere, public satisfaction with government
performance decreased, leading to the emergence of intermittent instability in the late
1990s.

The present study, by linking the concepts of efficiency, satisfaction, and political stability,
first examines the level of people’s satisfaction as a measure of efficiency in the 1990s
by examining political and economic participation indicators, and then evaluates political
stability in the 1990s by establishing a relationship between efficiency, satisfaction, and
public acceptance based on the theoretical framework governing the research. Of course, it
should be noted that social phenomena are multifaceted and this study only addresses some
of them, especially in the field of economics.
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Research Background

In recent years, various books and articles have been written about political efficiency and
stability. Among the books that can be mentioned is the book Political Competition and
Political Stability in the Islamic Republic of Iran by Gholamreza Khajeh Sarvi (2003). In
this book, the author examines the two components of political competition and political
stability to measure the impact of political stability on political competition in the Islamic
Republic, while the present article examines the two components of political efficiency
and stability. The book Political Stability in the Islamic Republic of Iran by Mirghasem
Bani Hashemi (2016) In this book, the author evaluates the impact of electoral components
on political stability indicators in the Islamic Republic of Iran, but in this study, the
effectiveness of the political system of the Islamic Republic in achieving political stability
is evaluated. There are also articles such as “Legitimacy, Political Stability and Security
in Iran: Time Efficiency 1968-92” written by Mohammad Taghi Pourian and Mojtaba
Darfashan, “A Critical Introduction to the Concept and Indicators of Political Instability”
written by Abolfazl Delavari, “Efficiency in the System of the Islamic Republic of Iran”
written by Bahram Akhavan Kazemi, “Efficiency of the System of the Islamic Republic
of Iran, Indicators and Mechanisms from the Perspective of Imam Khomeini” written
by Farajollah Ghasemi, “Stability and Balance in the Islamic Republic of Iran” written
by Mohammad Shafieifar, which in total each of these articles separately examines the
two issues of efficiency and political stability in Iran. This is while the present study has
evaluated the issue of the efficiency of the Islamic Republic of Iran system in relation to
political stability in the 1990s.

Theoretical Framework

Since the central issue in the present study is the assessment of political stability in the
Islamic Republic, it is undoubtedly necessary to have a benchmark approach to political
stability in order to make a correct assessment of this issue. For this purpose, in the first
step, it is necessary to become familiar with the existing approaches in the field of political
stability and in the next step, to choose a benchmark approach. Among the existing
approaches in the field of political stability, Saunders, in explaining it, mentioned four
approaches in this regard, which are:

a) The stability and instability approach: The most important theorist of this approach
is Lipsett. In his opinion, a political system that is continuous is considered stable. The
criterion in this approach is the continuity and stability of the political system. On this
basis, political systems are either democratic, stable and unstable, or non-democratic,
stable and unstable. Like Lipsett, Fieldo Castells believes that a political system that
can maintain its institutional structure over time is a stable system. In this approach,
the principle is continuity, whether the government is democratic or non-democratic.
According to Saunders, this definition is incapable of identifying short-term instability in
the face of the system.

b) The empirical or frequency approach: According to empiricists, the degree of instability is
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measured by the frequency of destabilizing events. The more destabilizing events such as riots,
coups, guerrilla wars, changes of government, etc. occur, the more unstable that government is.
In political science, stability means the continuity of the system and the absence of recurrence
of destabilizing events. (lbid., p. 107) In the frequency approach, the continuity of the system
is emphasized less and stability is considered the absence of destabilizing events. According to
Saunders, in this approach, destabilizing behaviors and events are categorized into an irregular
model.

¢) The journalistic or journalistic approach: This approach has two advantages: first, it
refers to instability in the short term of a few weeks, a few months and based on weaker
evidence, and second, it is uncertainty in political trends and the expectation of future
developments. In other words, according to Saunders, due to the two advantages that
this approach has over the previous two approaches, namely, unlike the previous two
approaches that emphasized long-term periods, it emphasizes short-term situations, and
also because the journalistic approach considers uncertainty in instability; in a way, it
considers the expectation of change and transformation in the near future and uncertainty
in the course of political events as a type of instability.

d) Operational approach: According to Saunders, instability is a continuous and relative
phenomenon that must be considered in several characteristics; first, stability or instability
is a relative situation, second, in its examination, short-term time units, such as two or
three months, should be considered, meaning that when we can say that instability has
occurred in a country, different instabilities have occurred at different points in time, and
the third point is the acceptance of uncertainty and unpredictability in this issue. It can be
said that the most important feature of instability according to Sanders is his attention to
different forms of instability according to their nature, which has caused changes in the
norms governing the political system.

Among the four approaches proposed, the one that is in line with our chosen definition of
political stability on the one hand and in relation to the concept of the effectiveness of the
political system as attracting the general satisfaction of the people on the other hand is the
empirical and abundance approach. This is while the evaluation of the developments that
occurred in the Islamic Republic in the nineties is compatible with this approach due to
its abundance and contributes significantly to the evaluation of political stability. On the
other hand, other approaches such as reliability due to its lack of application in the Iranian
political system and the journalistic approach due to considering short time intervals and
also the operational approach due to considering political instability as a change in the
norms governing the political system are not appropriate criteria for measuring political
instability in Iran in the nineties.

Another important criterion in the field of political stability is the recognition of the
challenges that destabilize the political system. Therefore, David Saunders divides
the challenges of political instability into four categories: peaceful, violent, change
of government (executive officials), and regime change (power structure). With this
explanation of the indicators of political instability, in a general summary, any protest by
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citizens of a political system, whether peaceful or violent, whether for reform or regime
change purposes, can be considered examples of political instability. A criterion that has
been taken into account in the present study in evaluating the developments of the 1990s.

Conclusion

This study, by linking the two concepts of efficiency and political stability based on the
approach of attracting people’s satisfaction in the field of political system efficiency,
examines the connection between it and the issue of political stability based on David
Saunders’ theory. The results of the evaluations show that despite relative satisfaction
during the nineties, in the late nineties, due to increased sanctions, increased inflation
rate, recession rate, unemployment rate, misery index, and decreased GDP rate, people
faced livelihood problems, which led to their dissatisfaction with the current situation
and the government’s performance. This dissatisfaction in the nineties, which arose from
the second term of Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s government and increased in 1990-91,
was overcome by selling oil and paying cash subsidies and promising promises from the
government.

In the first term of Hassan Rouhani’s presidency, with the signing of the JCPOA and the
lifting of sanctions, economic indicators improved, and relative satisfaction was established
with a decrease in inflation rate and recession. This was while, with the Republicans
coming to power in the US elections and the country’s withdrawal from the JCPOA and
the intensification of sanctions, economic indicators began to decline and led to public
dissatisfaction, so that this dissatisfaction was expressed in the form of low participation in
the parliamentary and presidential elections and the holding of protest rallies in November
2019. We also witnessed protest rallies in January 2017 in line with the political instability
in the 1990s. When the consequences of the sanctions had not been revealed and the
economic situation was not as difficult as in previous years, dissatisfaction gradually
increased and manifested itself in the form of protest rallies, which spread to various cities
in the country and led to violent actions. According to David Saunders’ theory and in line
with the dissatisfaction of the people as a measure of efficiency, it jeopardized the political
stability of the country at the end of the decade. Factors such as political institutionalization,
political trust, and economic development will increase political efficiency and stability.
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