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Introduction

The Infallibles (AS) have four degrees of guardianship: inner guardianship, existential
guardianship, guardianship in the interpretation of the Sharia, and political guardianship.
This article focuses on the latter aspect. Famous Islamic jurists and thinkers believe in
divine appointment in this matter. At the same time, we also witness other opinions. Some
have also raised the issue of their right to political Imamate. Although guardianship of
a jurist also has theological dimensions, it is essentially considered a jurisprudential
issue. Abdullah Javadi Amoli specifically considers the guardianship of the jurist to be a
theological issue. Accordingly, the Most Holy God, who is the Knower of all the particles
of the universe, knows that the Infallible (A S) will be absent for a long time. So it must
be seen whether he has appointed a specific person for this period or not, and if he has
given an order regarding the said jurist, will the guardianship of the jurist be proven?
The theological nature of the guardianship of the jurist stems from the theological nature
of the Imamate. If we have proven in jurisprudence that it is obligatory for a jurist who
meets all the conditions to take over the guardianship of the Muslim community, or if we
have ruled that it is obligatory for people to follow a jurist who meets all the conditions,
it will be revealed that God, during the era of occultation, has appointed a jurist to be the
guardianship and leadership of the Islamic community.

Imam Khomeini’s view, like that of the famous Shia, is divinely ordained. Based on
evidence such as the Hadith of Ghadir, he considers the Imam (AS) to be in charge of
government and governance. According to Motahari’s view, we must accept Popper’s
assumption that classical societies answer the question “Who?” and modern societies
answer the question “How?”. So, without a doubt, classical Islamic thought (including
the original texts and the life of the Infallibles), like Plato’s political thought, has mainly
answered the question “Who?”.

The paradox of a government based on classical thought in modern society is that it is
forced to rely on traditional sources for legitimacy, while the requirements of modern
society are how to govern. Another possibility that some scholars have raised is that the
Imam was neither appointed nor merely a candidate; rather, the issue of political Imamate
is a question of right; not in the sense that the other side was also right, but in the sense that
the Imam was rationally right.

Literature Review

Although there are scattered works on the political guardianship of the Infallibles (AS), few
works have addressed this issue comprehensively. While most Islamic and Shiite thinkers
believe in the appointed guardianship of the Infallibles (AS), Mahdi Ha’eri and Sayyid
Kamal Haidari, as we will see, have questioned this doctrine. Accordingly, although the
Holy Prophet (PBUH) established a government, it is not considered a mandate from God.
He does not accept political guardianship for the Infallible and the non-Infallible.
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Methods

This article, using a theological method and at a descriptive-analytical level, seeks to
compare the issue of the political guardianship of the Infallibles (AS) and the guardianship
of the jurist in the above discourses.

Results

The findings of the research show that there are three main views regarding the political
leadership of the Infallibles (AS): the theory of divine appointment, their equality with others
in assuming this matter, and their right and priority in the matter of political leadership.
While liberal Muslims challenge the famous opinions of jurists and theologians with a
modern perspective, reformists - such as Motahari - are trying to present an intermediate
view. This article is formulated based on the discourse of reformist Muslims. There are two
main differences between the two discourses: the discourse of liberal Islam is secularist,
and accordingly, political figh is not valid in this discourse.

Conclusion

While most Shiite jurists and theologians believe in the divine appointment of the
Infallibles (AS), Mahdi Ha’iri does not consider their political leadership to be proven. The
third possibility is that the Infallibles (AS) were the first and most deserving to attain this
position. According to Sayyid Kamal Heidari, Ali (AS) was the first and most deserving
to succeed the Prophet (PBUH), and the meaning of the Ghadir incident was nothing
other than this. The implication of this statement is that his appointment to the position
of political guardianship is not evaluated. The primary principle regarding any person is
the lack of guardianship. Based on the recent theory, what can be said about the incident
of Ghadir is that the Prophet (PBUH) in this sermon is not simply seeking to command
friendship, nor is he seeking to bequeath and appoint him for the caliphate and leadership
after him.

Another issue that can be considered in future researches is the degrees of legitimacy of
the Caliphs. If we assume that, for whatever reason, the Imamate of Imam Ali (AS) did
not materialize historically, would the three Caliphs gain legitimacy in some way or not?
Vaez-zadeh Khorasani stresses that when the Imam himself pledges allegiance to another
person, he gains some grades of legitimacy.
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