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Analysis of Source-based Evaluation’s Background in the
History of Imami and Sunni Hadith
Seyyed Muhammad Javad Seyyed Shobeyril
Vahid Safa?

Hadith evaluation has undergone various highs and lows in the
I[slamic world since the first century AH, but nevertheless, today it is
thought that the criterion which Muslim scholars has used during
these centuries to measure the validity of hadiths, is to pay more
attention to chain of transmitters and assessing narrators’ lives,
while the historical data do not accept the monopoly of this method.

The aim of this article is to find the historical background of "source- \

based" evaluation in Imami and Sunni hadith and also to provide a
formulation for the method used by the earlier hadith scholars. Thus,
first we will deal with the written transmission of hadiths to the
early hadith scholars, and by examining the latest views of Muslim
scholars and orientalists, we will study the contribution of written
transmission in the hadith history of both sects. Next, in order to
analyze the historical findings of the first step, we formulate the
source-based evaluation in three stages: "external critique”, "book
authentication" and "internal critique", and by examining the
historical evidence, we show all three stages of source-based
evaluation have existed among the early Imami hadith scholars,
especially in the third to fifth centuries AH, but among Sunni
scholars, only "external critique" and "internal critique" have been
used, and they lacked source-based evaluation.

Keywords: hadith writing, list analysis, source-based evaluation,
internal critique, external critique, book authentication, history of
hadith compilation.

1. Senior teacher at Khorasan Islamic Seminary. smjssh.montazer@gmail.com
2. Graduate student of Marvi Islamic Seminary-Tehran, level 3, BSc in pure physic
from Tehran University (Corresponding Author). vahidsafa@gmail.com.
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