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A Review of Muhammad 1bn Ali Tarazi’s Character and His Book
Muhammad Ghafuri Nejad?

Muhammad ibn Ali Tarazi is one of the Imami figures of the first half
of the fifth century in Iraq. His grandfather, Abia Bakr Muhammad 1bn
Muhammad and his father, Abu al- Hasan Ali ibn Muhammad Tarazi,
are among prominent scholars in Sunni tarajim’s sources who lived
first in Baghdad and later in Neyshabur. His father is one of Khatib al-
Baghdadi’'s teachers and Khatib has narrated from his grandfather
through him too. Our only information on Muhammad ibn Ali Tarazi
and his compilation is through Ibn Tawds' thirty-three reports in the
two books of "Igbal al-a‘'mal" and "jamal al-usbi". The themes and
content of these accounts suggest that Tarazi, unlike his father and
grandfather, who were expressing Sunni beliefs, had a strong Imami
faith. Ibn Tawis has pitied him in one situation and in another one
has hold him in a high esteem with the title of "shaykh"
(elder/teacher). Given the rijali and hadith evidence, the theory of
Tarazl’s authenticity is not unlikely. The title of Taraz1’s book is "al-
riwayat al-shahidat lil-sa‘adat bil-‘ibadat" which was given to Ibn
Tawaus in the author's handwriting through wajadah. Among Tarazi's
sources in his compilation are "kitab ‘amal al-rajab" by Ibn Ayyash
Juhari, "kitab al-dua" by Abu al-Mufadal Sheybani, "kitab akhbar Abi
Ja'far al-Tani (P.B.U.H.)" by Muhammad ibn Wahban Basri and the
"majmu al-da‘awat" by Muhammad 1bn Hartin ibn Musa.

Keywords: Muhammad 1bn Ali Tarazi, Tarazi’s authentication, al-
riwayat al-shahidat lil-sa‘adat bil-‘ibadat, Sayyid Ibn Tawis, sources
of Igbal al-a‘'mal.

1. Associated professor and member of Shia Studies Department at Religions &
Denominations University, Head of Mashhad’s center. ghafoori@urd.ac.ir.
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