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Abstract

In the judicial process, if one of the parties to a dispute or a witness speaks a language
unknown to the judge, or if a document serving as evidence is in a foreign language, a
translator assumes the responsibility of translating it. This article seeks to address the
fundamental question: What is the jurisprudential and legal nature of translation in
judicial matters? Among Islamic jurists, four perspectives exist regarding the nature of
translation: (1) translation as testimony upon testimony, (2) translation as a report, (3)
translation as recourse to an expert, and (4) translation as guardianship. However, this
study also examines three additional aspects. Regardless of the prevalence of the first
opinion among Imami jurists, adopting any of these views entails various consequences,
such as the requirement for multiple translators, the necessity of their masculinity, and
their moral integrity. Over time, Iranian legislators have demonstrated a dual approach to
this issue, sometimes considering the conditions of testimony applicable to translation and
sometimes not. However, the latest approach seems to prioritize the view of translation
as recourse to an expert. This descriptive-analytical study, after reviewing the aspects and
opinions in credible religious sources, ultimately prioritizes the third opinion.
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