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Examiningthe Role of Leading Astray from Allah’s Path (Idlal ‘an Sabil
Allah)inthe Prohibition of Ghina (Prohibited voice)

AmirRezazadeh?
Reza Mihandust?

& Abstract

The prohibition of ghina is among the well-established principles of Imami jurisprudence,
supported by numerous Quranic proofs and narrational evidence. However, the scope of this
prohibition remains a point of contention. Does the totality of SharT evidence extend the ruling of
prohibition to all forms of ghina, or does it only apply to specific categories of ghina that lead astray
fromthe path of Allah (idlal ‘an sabil Allah)? Both views have proponents among Shi‘ite jurists.

This study begins with a concise discussion on the conceptual analysis (mabadi’ tasawwuriyya)
of ghind’ and proceeds to examine the evidences for its prohibition. Employing an analytical-
comparative methodology, we argue that considering the two key criteria underpinning the
prohibition—Ilahwiyyat (vain amusement) and idlal (misguidance)—it cannot be concluded that all
forms of ghina fall under the ambit of SharT prohibition. Rather, only those instances of ghina that
embodytheserestrictive attributes (being lahwiand mudill), are deemedimpermissible.

Keywords: Ghina (Prohibited voice), Lahw al-Hadith (Vain Talk), Idlal ‘an Sabil Alldh (Leading
Astray from Allah’s Path), Lahwi Voice (Vain Voice).
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