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The Effect of Tanning on Purifying Carrion (al-Mayta) Skins: AComparative
Jurisprudential Study of Shi‘Tand Sunni Perspectives

Mohamad Arabshahi'
Ehsan Azizi’
Mostafa Shahbazi’

& Abstract

Juristsfrom bothIslamiclegal traditions (al-farigayn) disagree on:

(a) Permissibility of using/trading skins of Forbidden-meat animals and Permissible-meat animals
notritually slaughtered (halalal-luhim ghayr mudhakkah)

(b) Tanning (al-dibagha) as a purificatory agent.

The ShafiT school views tanning as purifying all animal skins except those of dogs and swine,
thereby permitting their use post-tanning. The Hanafi school holds a similar position but extends the
purificatory effect to canine skins as well. By contrast, Imami (Shi‘ite), most Hanbali, and MalikT jurists
reject tanning as a means of purification. A third position, represented by al-Layth and Ibn Taymiyya,
allows only the use and trade of tanned skins from halal animals, deeming other skins inherently
impure (najis), whethertanned or not. Each of these three groups has cited evidence for their opinion.
This descriptive-analytical study, grounded in library research, critically assesses the evidences
(adilla)advanced by thesejurists.

It concludes that tanned skins remain najis and are impermissible in ritual contexts requiring
purity (e.g., salat, tawaf). However, their use for other purposes involving lawful benefits (manafi‘
muhallala) is permissible. Similarly, the buying and selling of dead (al-Mayta) skins is allowed when
associated with lawful benefits, based on the hadith in Tuhaf al-‘Uqal: “If a prohibited object is
transactedforalawful benefit, thereisno objection.”

Keywords:Tanning (Dibaghah); Ritual Slaughter (Tadhkiya); Animal Skins; Carrion (Mayta);
Tanningasa purifyingagent (Mutahhir); Five Juridical Schools (al-Madhahib al-Khamsa).
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