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& Abstract

The indicator of usage (shakhe-ye istimal) has long been recognized as one of the most
established criteria for distinguishing literal (haqiqr) from metaphorical (majazi) meaning in the
discourse of Shiite and Sunni jurisprudents (usaliyan). Its deep roots in both intellectual traditions
(turath), alongside persistent debates over its probative validity (hujjiyya), have rendered it a
significantand contentiousissue within Islamiclegal theory (‘ilm ustl al-figh). This library-based study
employs an analytical-critical methodology to reassess jurisprudential views on the indicatory value
(dalala) of usage (istimal) in signifying literal meaning.

The research concludes that although usage encompasses both literal and metaphorical
applications, this inclusivity—given the diverse nature of haqigi and majazi meanings—does not
undermine the indicator’s revelatory capacity (kashifiyyat) regarding literal meaning. Designating
usage as a sign (‘alamat) of literal meaning, particularly when supplemented by factors such as
predominant usage (ghalaba), remains epistemologically consistent. Historically, Arabic speakers
ascertained literal meanings through customary application. Key arguments validating this indicator
include: scholarly consensus (ijma‘); the tradition of rational agents (sira ugalad’) in consulting usage;
its alignment with the linguistic originator’s (wadi‘) intent to convey literal meaning upon mere
utterance; and the absence of contextual indicators (qarina) justifying metaphorical interpretation.
Its applicability is evident in jurisprudential principles such as the concept of restriction (mafham al-
hasr), lexical substance (madda), imperative forms (sighat al-amr), and diverse substantive law (figh)

issues.

Keywords: Usage (Istemal); Literal Meaning (Haqiqi); Indicators of Literal Meaning (‘Alamat al-
Ma‘na al-Haqiqi); Discovery of the referent (Mawda'la-hu).
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