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An Analysis of Hidden Similarities in the Two Stories “Dash Akol” and
“Rustam and Esfandiar”

Farhad Tahmasebi!

Abstract

Sadegh Hedayat (1281-1330 AH) is one of the famous literary figures of Iran in the
contemporary period, whose literary activities are not limited to a specific field of
literature. He has seriously worked in various literary fields and has created exquisite
works in each area. Due to his strong inclination towards ancient Iranian culture and
literature, this literary figure has conducted appropriate studies in it, resulting in
numerous valuable works and translations. Additionally, Sadegh Hedayat’s deep
familiarity with the various foundations of ancient Iranian literature has enabled him
to use them to enrich his fictional works. “Dash Akol” is a short story by Sadegh
Hedayat, published in the story collection “Three Drops of Blood” (1932). This story
is one of Sadegh Hedayat’s fictional works where the author’s influence on past
Iranian literature, especially the story of “Rustam and Esfandiar” from the book
“Shahnameh” (400 AH) by Hakim Abul-Qasim Ferdowsi (329-416), is noticeable.
In this descriptive-analytical study, whose data is prepared from library documents
and sources, Sadegh Hedayat’s story of Dash Akol has been compared with the story
of Rustam and Esfandiar from Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh in order to identify the
similarities between them. The findings indicate that Dash Akol’s story has
fundamental and numerous similarities with the story of Rustam and Esfandiar, the
most important of which have been examined and analyzed in the text of the study
under two headings.

Key words
Comparative literature, story of “Dash Akol”, Sadegh Hedayat, story of “Rostam
and Esfandiar”, “Shahnameh” by Ferdowsi.
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