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Comparing the Women of “Kelidar” with the Women of “Shahnameh”
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Abstract

“Shahnameh” (400 AH), the work of Hakim Abolghasem Ferdowsi (329-416), has
been continuously interpreted and inspired by various Iranian poets and writers since
its creation as an unparalleled literary masterpiece that is inextricably linked to the
national and identity issues of the Iranians. This connection is still evident in the
contemporary period, despite all the fundamental changes that have occurred in the
literature of this period compared to the literature of the past in Iran. The famous
novel “Kelidar” (1979-1984), written by Mahmoud Dolatabadi (born in 1941), is
one of the prominent works of contemporary Iranian literature. The design and
construction of important parts and elements of “Kelidar” have been influenced by
Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh. In this descriptive-analytical study, the data, which
originates from library documents and sources, compares the novel “Kelidar” with
Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh in terms of female characters. Four important female
characters in “Kelidar”, Belghis, Zivar, Shiro, and Maral, are compared with four
important female characters in “Shahnameh”, Sindukht, Gordafrid, Manijeh, and
Tahmina. This comparison includes Belghis with Sindukht, Zivar with Gordafrid,
Shiro with Manijeh, and Maral with Tahmina. The findings of the study emphasize
significant similarities between the matched women. However, there are also
significant differences between the compared characters.

Key words
Mahmoud Dolatabadi’s novel “Kelidar’, Hakim Abolghasem Ferdowsi’s
“Shahnameh”, female characters.
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