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Abstract

The feeling of inferiority in the face of the material advances of Western
civilization and the concern to eliminate Iran's backwardness were among the
important issues that followed the impact of the waves of modernity in Iran
starting from the Qajar era, which led to the formation of a discourse called
"pseudo-progressive Westernization" in the country. This research aims to better
understand the Second Pahlavi era and uses a descriptive and analytical method
with a historical perspective to examine the pattern of "pseudo-progressive
Westernization™ in the Second Pahlavi era. Based on the findings of this
research, from the beginning of the 1960s until one year before the victory of the
Islamic Revolution, the discourse of pseudo-modernism became the dominant
discourse of the Pahlavi absolute monarchy. According to this discourse, all
Iranian-Islamic traditions, institutions, and values were backward and the
source of national humiliation and imitation of the appearances of Western
civilization was considered a kind of progress and advantage. This situation
created a kind of cultural and value duality in society, the most important
consequences of which were the formation of gaps between religion and state,
class gaps, and ethnic gaps in society. As a result, this discourse led to deep
dissatisfaction at the level of society, a decrease in the legitimacy of the regime,
the emergence of the Islamic Revolution, and the fall of the Pahlavi monarchy in
Bahman 1357.
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